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GLOSSARY 
 
3G   Third Generation (artificial turf) 
AGP   Artificial Grass Pitch 
BDC   Bolsover District Council 
BE   Bowls England 
CC   Cricket Club 
ECB   England and Wales Cricket Board 
EH   England Hockey 
FA   Football Association 
FC   Football Club 
FE   Further Education 
FIT   Fields in Trust 
FPM   Facilities Planning Model 
GIS   Geographical Information Systems 
HE   Higher Education 
KKP   Knight, Kavanagh and Page 
LDF   Local Development Framework 
LMS   Last Man Stands 
LTA   Lawn Tennis Association 
NGB   National Governing Body 
NPPF    National Planning Policy Framework 
RFC   Rugby Football Club 
RFU   Rugby Football Union 
S106   Section 106 
TGR   Team Generation Rate 
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PART 1: INTRODUCTION AND METHODOLOGY 
 
This is the Playing Pitch Assessment Report prepared by Knight Kavanagh & Page (KKP) 
for Bolsover District Council (BDC) and its partners.  
 
Bolsover District Council and North East Derbyshire District Council (NEDDC) are jointly 
engaged, through the Strategic Alliance, in the development of a Playing Pitch Strategy 
(PPS). This will provide the necessary robustness and direction to inform decisions affecting 
the provision of outdoor sports facilities and to support sports development objectives. It 
forms part of a wider Leisure Strategy which also includes a Built Sports Facilities Study. 
 
This report presents a supply and demand assessment of playing pitch facilities in 
accordance with Sport Englandôs Playing Pitch Strategy Guidance: An approach to 
developing and delivering a playing pitch strategy. It has been followed to develop a clear 
picture of the balance between the local supply of, and demand for, playing pitches. 
 
The guidance details a stepped approach to developing a PPS. These steps are separated 
into distinct stages: 
 
3 Stage A: Prepare and tailor the approach (Step 1) 
3 Stage B: Gather information and views on the supply of and demand for provision 

(Steps 2 & 3) 
3 Stage C: Assess the supply and demand information and views (Steps 4, 5 & 6) 
3 Stage D: Develop the strategy (Steps 7 & 8) 
3 Stage E: Deliver the strategy and keep it robust and up to date (Steps 9 & 10) 
 
Stages A to C are covered in this report. 
 
Stage A: Prepare and tailor the approach  
 
The primary purpose of the Playing Pitch Strategy (PPS) is to provide a strategic framework 
which ensures that the provision of outdoor playing pitches meet the local needs of existing 
and future residents across Bolsover.  The Strategy will be produced in accordance with 
Sport England Playing Pitch Strategy Guidance (October 2013 as updated in March 2014) 
and the national planning guidance and provide robust and objective justification for future 
playing pitch provision throughout the District.  
 
One of the core planning principles of the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) is 
to improve health, social and cultural wellbeing for all, and deliver sufficient community and 
cultural facilities and services to meet local needs. Section 8 of the NPPF deals specifically 
with the topic of healthy communities. Paragraph 73 discusses the importance of access to 
high quality open spaces and opportunities for sport and recreation that can make an 
important contribution to the health and well-being of communities.  
 
Why the PPS is being developed?  
 
The overarching stated aim of the project is to undertake an audit of playing pitch and 
outdoor sports facilities culminating in the preparation of a strategy for the period 2017-
2033. 
 
  



BOLSOVER DISTRICT COUNCIL  
PLAYING PITCH ASSESSMENT REPORT 

January 2017                      Assessment Report: Knight Kavanagh & Page                       3 

BDCôs corporate vision is ñto enhance and improve the wealth profile, well-being and quality 
of life for the communities of Bolsover District.ò This Strategy is identified as delivering on 
its priority to ósupport communities to be healthier, safer, cleaner and greenerô and 
transforming the organisation by aiming to: 
 
3 Improve health and wellbeing contributing to the delivery of Healthy Bolsover priorities. 
3 Increase participation in sport and leisure activities. 
3 Makes best use of assets to provide value for money services. 
 
The key drivers for the development of the Playing Pitch Strategy in Bolsover are set out 
below: 
 
3 A need to understand supply and demand issues with cross-boundary usage of sites 

in neighbouring local authorities, both now and in the future. 
3 To provide an evidence base for business modelling. 
3 To have a robust evidence base upon which to be able to apply for external funding 
such as Sport Englandôs Protecting Playing Fields Fund. 

3 To inform local planning policy in line with National Planning Policy Framework and 
provide an evidence base for responding to planning applications affecting playing 
fields. 

 
What is the vision of the Playing Pitch Strategy?  
 
ñTo produce a robust and comprehensive Strategy which will provide the essential evidence 
base for informing decisions on planning and investment in the pursuit to provide 
appropriate outdoor sports provision for all.ò 
 
The strategy will run to 2021 (five years based on Sport England recommendations), but 
should be reviewed on an annual basis to keep it up-to-date and robust. The population 
projections will run to 2033. The review and monitoring process will be developed in 
accordance with Stage E of the PPS guidance and adopted with the Strategy. 
 
Key elements of the study  
 
3 Assess existing outdoor sports facilities in both districts. 
3 Consult/engage with users and providers (of public, private, and educational provision). 
3 Achieve a minimum 75% response rate for all surveys distributed to sports clubs and 

schools, identifying key issues with key clubs. 
3 All relevant stakeholders and council departments will be consulted as part of the 

assessment stages. 
3 Assess demand for sports facilities drawing upon demographic and participation data 

plus local demand information gathered via surveys and consultation. 
3 Applying quantitative/qualitative evidence, identify provision surpluses, deficiencies 

and gaps. 
3 Identify the likely required nature and scale of sports facilities needed to service 

potential growth areas. 
3 To identify future need arising from changes in participation and housing growth. 
3 To prepare scenarioôs that will help inform the policy recommendations, action plan and 

strategy. 
To produce a five year strategy which will include identifying current and future 
provision requirements. 

Scope  
 



BOLSOVER DISTRICT COUNCIL  
PLAYING PITCH ASSESSMENT REPORT 

January 2017                      Assessment Report: Knight Kavanagh & Page                       4 

The following facility types are to be included in the study, as identified by Bolsover District 
Council: 
 
3 Football pitches 
3 Third generation turf (3G) pitches 
3 Rugby union pitches 
3 Cricket pitches 
3 Artificial grass pitches (AGPs) 
3 Outdoor tennis courts 
3 Outdoor bowling greens 
 
It should be noted that for the non-pitch sports i.e. tennis and bowls, included within the 
scope of this study the supply and demand principals of Sport England methodology: 
Assessing Needs and Opportunities Guide for Indoor and Outdoor Sports Facilities 
(ANOG) are followed, to ensure the process is compliant with the National Planning Policy 
Framework (NPPF). This is less prescriptive than the PPS guidance. Thus, where applied, 
the approach to assessing non-pitch sports is a supply/demand assessment based on 
more a ólight touchô approach. 
 
Management arrangements  
 
A Project Team from the Council has worked with KKP to ensure that all relevant 
information is readily available and to support the consultants as necessary to ensure that 
project stages and milestones are delivered on time, within the cost envelope and to the 
required quality standard to meet Sport England guidance. 
 
Further to this, the Steering Group is and has been responsible for the direction of the 
PPS from a strategic perspective and for supporting, checking and challenging the work 
of the project team. The Steering Group is made up of representatives from the Council, 
Sport England and NGBs. 
 
It will be important for the Steering Group to continue once the PPS has been finalised for 
several reasons, including a continuing responsibility to: 
 
3 Be a champion for playing pitch provision in the area and promote the value and 

importance of the PPS. 
3 Ensure implementation of the PPSôs recommendations and action plan. 
3 Monitor and evaluate the outcomes of the PPS. 
3 Ensure that the PPS is kept up to date and refreshed. 
 
Study area  
 
Bolsover is a local authority district in Derbyshire situated in the East Midlands. The 
surrounding local authority areas of Chesterfield, Rotherham, Bassetlaw, Mansfield, 
Ashfield, Amber Valley and North East Derbyshire; all have little or no populations within 
the immediate areas that adjoin Bolsover. 
 
The M1 dissects it in the North West and from the Centre to the South of the District. It is 
predominantly rural with the main settlements of Clowne, Bolsover, Shirebrook and South 
Normanton towns. 
 
The study area will comprise the whole of the Bolsover District Council administrative area.  
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In order to differentiate between in particular between the more urban and rural areas of 
the District and the cross boundary issues, the area is broken down further into analysis 
areas as follows: 
 

Analysis are a Wards  

Clowne Barlborough, Whitwell, Clowne North, Clowne South, Elmton with Creswell 

Bolsover Bolsover North West, Bolsover South, Bolsover West, Scarcliffe 

Shirebrook Shirebrook North West, Shirebrook Langwith, Shirebrook South East, 
Shirebrook East, Shirebrook South West, Pleasley 

South 
Normanton 

Tibshelf, Blackwell, South Normanton West, South Normanton East, 
Pinxton 

 
Figure 1.1: Bolsover by analysis area 
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Local context  
 
Bolsover is located in Derbyshire in the East Midlands. Local authority sports facilities in 
the District are managed in house. Facilities for All manage two of the five school sites, 
the local authority manage one for community bookings. 
 
The total population of Bolsover is approximately 77,7801. There is relatively little 
difference in the age structure of Bolsoverôs population from that of the region. There is a 
slightly lower proportions of people aged 20-24 (Bolsover - 5.7%, East Midlands - 6.9%) 
than regionally. There are, however, more in the age group aged 40-74 (Bolsover - 45.9%, 
East Midlands - 43.4%). In addition, 98.1% of the population is classified as White, 
compared with 85.4% nationally. 
 
Active People Survey (APS) 9 (October 2014 - October 2015) shows that over a third 
(35.7%) of adults participated in at least 1 x 30 minutes moderate intensity sport per week. 
This was slightly below the national average (35.8%) and above the regional average 
(34.5%). According to the Department of Healthôs 2009 report óBe Active Be Healthyô, the 
annual cost to the NHS of physical inactivity is estimated at £24.6 million. 
 
Bolsover District Council Corporate Plan 2015 ï 2019 
 
The vision for the District from the plan in Bolsover is ñTo enhance and improve the wealth 
profile, well-being and quality of life for the communities of Bolsover Districtò To support this 
vision, the Council has four óvaluesô, which are that it: 
 
3 Will show respect, honesty and openness in everything it does. 
3 Will challenge itself and change for the better. 
3 Is proud and passionate about what it does. 
3 Will work with partners to provide quality services. 
 

Working with partners, the corporate aims to support this vision are: 
 
3 Unlocking growth  potential 
3 Providing its customers  with excellent services 
3 Supporting its communities  to be healthier, safer, cleaner and greener 
3 Transforming  the organisation. 
 
Bolsover Sustainable Community Strategy refresh: 2013 ï 2020 
 
Bolsoverôs Sustainable Community Strategy produced by the Local Strategic Partnership 
(LSP), sets out how the Council and its partners will meet the needs and aspirations of 
Bolsoverôs residents. Its aims are to improve the economic, social and environmental 
wellbeing of local areas and have a stronger focus on balancing the needs of the local 
economy together with environmental and social issues. The 2020 Vision is: 
 
ñA diverse, healthy, fair and prosperous district, building on the strengths of our industrial 
past to become a vibrant, thriving community capable of meeting the challenges and the 
opportunities of the future." 
 
  

                                                
1 Source: ONS 2015 Mid-Year Estimate 
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Draft BDC Leisure Facilities Strategy - óTowards a Sustainable Futureô 2014 
 
Leisure Services produced a draft facilities strategy to help both the service and the wider 
organisation to positively contribute to the financial challenges that it faced. Its purpose was 
to set out a sustainable plan for the development of sports, leisure and active recreation 
facilities in the District. 
 
It recognises that it was important to identify new models for service delivery, sources of 
funding and partnerships in order to bring about improvements to the Councilôs leisure 
facilities. Ensuring they are modern, efficient and effective models which contain the right 
product mix in order to operate at little or no net cost. 
 
The overall vision for this Strategy is: 
 
ñTo ensure the strategic development of sustainable facilities for sport, leisure and active 
recreation that meets the current and future needs of the communities within Bolsover 
District. The provision of which will increase opportunities for participation in sport and 
active recreation supporting improved health, wellbeing and a better quality of life.ò 
 
The purpose is, thus, to set out a sustainable plan for the development of sports leisure 
and active recreation facilities in the District. Following extensive research this plan 
establishes the key priorities for indoor and built facilities for the District as follows: 
 
3 Undertake further assessment work regarding the future viability and options for 

Creswell Leisure Centre. 
3 Increase current water-space provision to a minimum of one 25m pool and an 

additional smaller teaching space. 
3 Integrate appropriate products in Council facilities to ensure sufficient multi stream 
sources of income possible including childrenôs activity areas, food and beverage and 
retail options required to support a sustainable business model. 

3 Ensure continued and improved access to school sites for community use at 
weekends, evenings and school holiday periods. 

3 Support the development of management models to extend the community use of 
school sites within the District 

3 Increase the overall number of health and fitness stations within the District. 
3 Explore opportunities to improve transport options from outlying areas to the facilities. 

 
The Active Derbyshire Plan 
 
The vision from the Active Derbyshire Plan (which covers the Derbyshire County Council 
area) is to ñmake Derbyshire one of the most active counties in the country by 2020ò The 
scope of this Plan is the physical activity agenda with a main focus on active recreation. Its 
purpose is to: 
 
3 Record the agreed ambitions of the partners working in the County for the next three 

years, to move the County towards the stated vision of becoming one of the most active 
counties in England by 2020. 

3 List the likely areas of work/projects to be developed to help the County achieve the 
medium term ambitions and long term vision. 

3 Provide a framework for future commissioning by the Derbyshire Health and Wellbeing 
Board to achieve its stated aim, within its Healthy Lifestyles priority, of increasing 
physical activity. 

3 Provide a framework that partners can refer to and draw from to set their own priorities, 
budgets and develop their own more specific actions plans. 
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3 Identify the most relevant key performance indicators (KPIs) to monitor, on a regular 
basis, to assess progress towards the vision and the relevant public health outcomes. 

3 Provide coordination for the diverse range of partners working on this agenda in the 
county so that their individual and partnership efforts have the greatest impact. 

3 Provide coordination so that there is a consistency in how projects are monitored, 
allowing comparisons between projects. 

 
Derbyshire Health and Wellbeing Strategy 2015-17 
 
The Health and Wellbeing Board adopted the initial countywide Health and Wellbeing 
Strategy priorities set out above. These priorities were refreshed in 2015 and a draft revised 
countywide Strategy has been produced for consideration by Chief Executives.  
 
The priorities listed in the amended Strategy are: 
 
3 Keep people healthy and independent in their own home. 
3 Build social capital. 
3 Create healthy communities. 
3 Support the emotional health and wellbeing of children and young people. 
 
Summary of local context 
 
There is a real focus on improving quality of life in the District of Bolsover, however, little 
reference is made to sport and physical activity outside of sports organisations. The core 
message running through local strategies is: 
 
3 Improving the quality of life of local residents. 
3 Reducing health inequalities. 
3 Developing communities. 
3 Improving levels of inactivity. 
 
Increases in sport and physical activity (and, therefore, positive contribution to the health 
and wellbeing agenda) will only be achieved via targeting increasingly scarce resources. It 
is essential that partnership agencies understand the opportunity and importance of outdoor 
sports facilities. It will, therefore, be necessary to ensure that they are accessible and 
available to the community and that the óofferô is developed based on the needs of local 
communities. 
 
Stage B: Gather information and views on the supply of and demand for provision  
 
It is essential that a PPS is based on the most accurate and up-to-date information 
available for the supply of and demand for playing pitches. This section provides details 
about how this information has been gathered in Bolsover. 
 
Gather supply information and views ï an audit of playing pitches  
 
PPS guidance uses the following definitions of a playing pitch and playing field.  These 
definitions are set out by the Government in the 2015 óTown and Country Planning 
(Development Management Procedure) (England) Order2.  
 
  

                                                
2. www.sportengland.org>Facilities and Planning> Planning Applications     

http://www.sportengland.org/
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It should be noted that the reference to five years within the Order is purely in relation to 
whether Sport England should be consulted in a statutory capacity. The fact that a playing 
field may not have been marked out for pitch sport in the last five years does not mean that 
it is no longer a playing field. That remains its lawful planning use whether marked out or 
not 
 
3 Playing pitch  ï a delineated area of 0.2ha or more which is used for association 

football, rugby, cricket, hockey, lacrosse, rounders, baseball, softball, American 
football, Australian football, Gaelic football, shinty, hurling, polo or cycle polo. 

3 Playing field  ï the whole of a site which encompasses at least one playing pitch. 
 
Although the statutory definition of a playing field is the whole of a site with at least one 
pitch of 0.2ha or more, this PPS takes into account smaller sized pitches that contribute to 
the supply side, for example, 5v5 mini football pitches. This PPS counts individual grass 
pitches (as a delineated area) as the basic unit of supply. The definition of a playing pitch 
also includes artificial grass pitches (AGPs). 
 
As far as possible the assessment report aims to capture all of the pitches within Bolsover. 
However, there may be instances, for example, on school sites, where access was not 
possible and has led to omissions within the report. Where pitches have not been recorded 
within the report they remain as pitches and for planning purposes continue to be so. 
Furthermore, exclusions of a pitch does not mean that it is not required from a supply and 
demand point of view. 
 
Quantity 
 
All playing pitches are included irrespective of ownership, management and use. Playing 
pitch sites were initially identified using Sport Englandôs Active Places web based 
database. The Council and NGBs supported the process by checking and updating this 
initial data. This was also verified against club information supplied by local leagues. For 
each site the following details were recorded in the project database (which will be 
supplied as an electronic file): 
 
3 Site name, address (including postcode) and location 
3 Ownership and management type 
3 Security of tenure 
3 Total number, type and quality of pitches 
 
Accessibility 
 
Not all pitches offer the same level of access to the community. The ownership and 
accessibility of playing pitches also influences their actual availability for community use. 
Each site is assigned a level of community use as follows: 
 
3 Community use  - pitches in public, voluntary, private or commercial ownership or 

management (including education sites) recorded as being available for hire and 
currently in use by teams playing in community leagues.  

3 Available but unused - pitches that are available for hire but are not currently used 
by teams which play in community leagues; this most often applies to school sites but 
can also apply to sites which are expensive to hire. 

3 No community use - pitches which as a matter of policy or practice are not available 
for hire or used by teams playing in community leagues. This should include 
professional club pitches along with some semi-professional club pitches, where play 
is restricted to the first or second team. 
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3 Disused ï sites that are not being used at all by any users and are not available for 
community hire either. Once these sites are disused for five or more years they will 
then be categorised as ólapsed sitesô. 

3 Lapsed - last known use was as a playing field more than five years ago. These fall 
outside of Sport Englandôs statutory remit but still have to be assessed using the criteria 
in paragraph 74 of the National Planning Policy Framework and Sport England would 
nonetheless challenge a proposed loss of playing pitches/playing field which fails to 
meet such criteria. It should be emphasised that the lawful planning use of a lapsed 
site is still that of a playing field. 
 

In addition, there should be a good degree of certainty that the pitch will be available to 
the community for at least the following three years. A judgement is made based on the 
information gathered and a record of secured or unsecured community use put against 
each site. NB: This refers to pitches in community use and not lapsed/disused sites. 
 
Lapsed sites  
 

Site name  Sport(s)  Status  Comments  

Land south of Creswell 
Colliery 

Football Lapsed Previously contained a football pitch - 
posts and markings gone and pitch 
overgrown.  

Land at Pleasley 
Minerôs Welfare 

Cricket Lapsed Cricket pitch site not in use. 

Barlborough Low 
Common 

Football Lapsed Site located in small settlement in the 
countryside - posts and markings gone 
and pitch overgrown. 

Clowne Minerôs Welfare Bowls Lapsed Two bowling greens with no evidence of 
use in the last five years. Planning 
permission was granted in February 
2017 for their redevelopment for 
housing. Sport England lodged a non-
statutory pending objection but the 
decision was taken by the Council to 
approve the scheme. 

 
Quality 
 
The capacity of pitches to regularly provide for competitive play, training and other activity 
over a season is most often determined by their quality. As a minimum, the quality and 
therefore the capacity of a pitch affects the playing experience and peopleôs enjoyment of 
a sport. In extreme circumstances it can result in a pitch being unable to cater for all or 
certain types of play during peak and off peak times. 
It is not just the quality of the pitch itself which has an effect on its capacity but also the 
quality, standard and range of ancillary facilities. The quality of both the pitch and ancillary 
facilities will determine whether a pitch is able to contribute to meeting demand from 
various groups and for different levels and types of play. 
 
The quality of all pitches identified in the audit and the ancillary facilities supporting them 
are assessed regardless of ownership, management or availability. Along with capturing 
any details specific to the individual pitches and sites, a quality rating is recorded within 
the audit for each pitch. 
 
These ratings are used to help estimate the capacity of each pitch to accommodate 
competitive and other play within the supply and demand assessment. 
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In addition to undertaking non-technical assessments (using the templates provided within 
the guidance and as determined by NGBs), users and providers were also consulted on 
the quality and in some instances the quality rating was adjusted to reflect this. 
 
Gather demand information and views   
 
Presenting an accurate picture of current demand for playing pitches (i.e. recording how 
and when pitches are used) is important when undertaking a supply and demand 
assessment. Demand for playing pitches in Bolsover tends to fall within the following 
categories: 
  
3 Organised competitive play 
3 Organised training 
3 Informal play  
 
In addition, unmet and displaced demand for provision is also identified on a sport by sport 
basis.  Unmet demand is defined as the number of additional teams that could be fielded if 
access to a sufficient number of pitches (and ancillary facilities) was available. Displaced 
demand refers to teams that are generated from residents of the area but due to any 
number of factors do not currently play within the area.   
 
Current and future demand for playing pitches is presented on a sport by sport basis within 
the relevant sections of this report.  
 
A variety of consultation methods were used to collate demand information about leagues, 
clubs, county associations and national/regional governing bodies of sport. Face to face 
consultation was carried out with key clubs from each sport. This allowed for the collection 
of detailed demand information and an exploration of key issues to be interrogated and 
more accurately assessed.  
 
For data analysis purposes an online survey (converted to postal if required) was utilised. 
This was sent to all clubs not covered by face to face consultation.  
 
Local sports development officers, county associations and regional governing body 
officers advised which of the clubs to include in the face to face consultation. Sport England 
was also included within the consultation process prior to the project commencing. Issues 
identified by clubs returning questionnaires were followed up by telephone or face to face 
interviews. 
 
The response rates of such consultation are as follows: 
 

Sport  Total 
number  

Number 
responding  

Response 
rate  

Methods of consultation  

Football clubs 34 18 53% Face to face 

Online survey 

Telephone 

Football teams 75 50 67% 

Cricket clubs 8 7 88% Face to face 

Online survey 

Telephone 

Rugby union clubs 1 1 100% Face to face 

Bowls clubs 7 4 57% Online survey 

Secondary schools 4 3 75% Face to face 

Primary schools 16 12 75% Online survey 
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Sport  Total 
number  

Number 
responding  

Response 
rate  

Methods of consultation  

Telephone 

Parish councils 16 8 50% Online survey 

Telephone 

 
Future demand  
 
Alongside current demand, it is important for a PPS to assess whether the future demand 
for playing pitches can be met.  Using population projections, and proposed housing growth 
(if available), an estimate can be made of the likely future demand for playing pitches. 
 
Housing growth  
 
The following table outlines how the Bolsover Draft Local Plan proposes to distribute 
residential development, along with the likely increase in population throughout the District 
during the plan period 2015 ï 2033.   
 

Type of settlement  Place  Residential  

(dwellings)  

Add itional 
population  

(x 2.3) 

Urban: Small Town Bolsover 

Shirebrook 

1,723 

658 

3,962 

1,513 

Transitional: Emerging 
Town 

South Normanton 

Clowne 

207 

1196 

476 

2,750 

Rural: Large Village Creswell 

Whitwell 

Pinxton 

Tibshelf 

Barlborough 

277 

200 

0 

227 

157 

637 

460 

0 

522 

361 

Rural: Small Village Blackwell 

Bramley Vale / Doe Lea 

Glapwell 

Hilcote 

Hodthorpe 

Langwith 

New Houghton 

Newton 

Palterton 

Pleasley 

Scarcliffe 

Shuttlewood 

Stanfree 

Westhouses 

Whaley Thorns 

0 

0 

16 

0 

38 

0 

21 

20 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

36 

0 

87 

0 

48 

46 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

TOTAL  4,740 10,902 

 
Please note that a large proportion (3,598 or 75%) of dwellings that are draft allocations 
already have planning permission. 
 
Population growth 
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Team generation rates (TGRs) are used to provide an indication of how many people it 
may take to generate a team (by gender and age group), in order to help estimate the 
change in demand for pitch sports that may arise from any population change in the study 
area. 
 
The resident population in Bolsover is recorded as 77,7803 and by 2033 (in line with the 
Local Plan timeframe), the Districtôs population is projected to increase to 83,6264 an 
increase of 5,846 (or equivalent to a percentage increase of 7.5%) according to ONS data. 
 
Future demand for pitches is calculated by adding the percentage increases, to the ONS 
population increases in each analysis area. This figure is then applied to the TGRs and is 
presented on a sport by sport basis within the relevant sections of this report. 
Other information sources that were used to help identify future demand include: 
 
3 Recent trends in the participation in playing pitch sports. 
3 The nature of the current and likely future population and their propensity to participate 

in pitch sports. 
3 Feedback from pitch sports clubs on their plans to develop additional teams. 
3 Any local and NGB specific sports development targets (e.g. increase in participation). 
 
Stage C: Assess the supply and demand information and views  
 
Supply and demand information gathered within Section B was used to assess the 
adequacy of playing pitch provision in Bolsover. It focused on how much use each site 
could potentially accommodate (on an area by area basis) compared to how much use is 
currently taking place. 

 
Understand the situatio n at individual sites  
 
Qualitative pitch ratings are linked to a pitch capacity rating derived from NGB guidance 
and tailored to suit a local area. The quality and use of each pitch is assessed against the 
recommended pitch capacity to indicate how many match equivalent sessions per week 
(per season for cricket) a pitch could accommodate. 
 
This is compared to the number of matches actually taking place and categorised as 
follows, to identify: 
 

Potential spare capacity: Play is below the level the site could sustain.  

At capacity: Play is at a level the site can sustain.  

Overused: Play exceeds the level the site can sustain.  

 
  

                                                
3 Source: ONS 2015 Mid-Year Estimate 
4 Source: ONS 2012-based projections 2012-2037. Released: 29 May 2014 
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Develop the current picture of provision  
 
Once capacity is determined on a site by site basis, actual spare capacity is calculated on 
an area by area basis via further interrogation of temporal demand. Although this may have 
been identified, it does not necessarily mean that there is surplus provision. For example, 
spare capacity may not be available when it is needed or the site may be retained in a 
óstrategic reserveô to enable pitch rotation to reduce wear and tear. 
 
Capacity ratings assist in the identification of sites for improvement/development, 
rationalisation, decommissioning and disposal. 
 
Develop the future pictur e of provision - scenario testing  
 
Modelling scenarios to assess whether existing provision can cater for unmet, displaced 
and future demand is made after the capacity analysis. This will also include, for example, 
removing sites with unsecured community use to demonstrate the impact this would have 
if these sites were to be decommissioned in the future. 
 
Identify the key findings and issues  
 

By completing Steps 1-5 it is possible to identify several findings and issues relating to the 
supply, demand and adequacy of playing pitch provision in Bolsover. This report seeks to 
identify and present the key findings and issues, which should now be checked, challenged 
and agreed by the Steering Group prior to development of the Strategy (Section D). 
 
The following sections summarise the local administration of the main grass pitch sports in 
Bolsover. Each provides a quantitative summary of provision and a map showing the 
distribution of facilities. It also provides information about the availability of facilities to/for 
the local community and, the governing body of each sport and regional strategic plan 
(where they exist). Local league details are provided in order to outline the competitive 
structure for each sport. The findings of club consultation and key issues for each sport are 
summarised. 
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PART 2: FOOTBALL  
 
2.1: Introduction  
 
Derbyshire County FA is the primary organisation responsible for the development (and 
some elements of administration) of football in Bolsover. It is also responsible for the 
administration, in terms of discipline, rules and regulations, cup competitions and 
representative matches, development of clubs and facilities, volunteers, referees, coaching 
courses and delivering national football schemes.   

 
This section of the report focuses on the supply and demand for grass football pitches. Part 
3 captures supply and demand for third generation (3G) artificial grass pitches (AGPs). In 
the future it is anticipated that there will be a growing demand for the use of 3G pitches for 
competitive football fixtures, especially to accommodate mini and youth football. 
 
Consultation  
 
In addition to face to face consultation with key football clubs, an electronic survey was sent 
to all clubs playing in Bolsover. Contact details were provided by Derbyshire County FA, 
and the invitation to complete the survey was distributed via email. Tibshelf Community FC 
was met with for a face-to-face consultation. The survey was returned by 18 clubs (including 
face to face interviews) which equates to a total club response rate of 53% and a team 
response rate of 67%. Below is a list of clubs that responded to consultation.  
 
3 AFC South Wingfield 93 
3 Barlborough Juniors FC 
3 Carr Vale FC 
3 Clowne Wanderers FC 
3 Creswell Black Diamond FC 
3 Glapwell Gladiators FC 
3 Langwith Whitestar FC 
3 Shirebrook Town FC 
3 Shirebrook Wanderers FC 

3 South Normanton Athletic FC 
3 South Normanton Colts FC 
3 South Normanton Villa FC 
3 Tibshelf Community FC 
3 Tibshelf FC 
3 Whitecotes Wanderers FC 
3 Bolsover Town FC 
3 Whitewell FC 
3 Pinxton FC 

 
The results of consultation with clubs and Derbyshire FA are used to inform key issues 
within this section of the report. 
 
2.2: Supply   
 
The audit identifies a current total of 80 grass football pitches within Bolsover across 47 
sites. Of these, 68 are available, at some level, for community use across 39 sites, as 
presented in the table overleaf. The South Normanton Analysis Area contains the most 
community available pitches (24), whereas the Clowne Analysis Area contains the least 
amount (12).  
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Table 2.1: Summary of grass football pitches available to the community 
 

 
There are a large number of adult pitches identified in Bolsover when compared to other 
pitch sizes, which reflects that the majority of teams use adult pitches. It should be noted, 
however, that nationally many youth 11v11 teams are playing on adult pitches, which may 
in part be due to a lack of dedicated youth 11v11 pitches rather than a preference for adult 
pitches. This is also an accurate statement for Bolsover with 13 out of 21, youth 11 v11 
teams, using adult pitches. 
 
In accordance with the FA Youth Review, u17s and u18s can play on adult pitches. The 
FAôs recommended pitch size for adult football is 100x64 metres. The recommended size 
of a youth pitch is 91x55 metres for u16s and u15s, 82x50 metres for u14s and u13s and 
73x46 metres for u12s and u11s. The recommended size for 7v7 pitches (u10s and u9s) is 
55x37 metres and for 5v5 pitches (u8s and u7s) it is 37x27 metres. Please refer to the FA 
website page to view pitch and goal posts sizes in more detail: 
 
http://www.thefa.com/my-football/football-
volunteers/runningaclub/yourfacilities/technicalstandards.aspx 
 
Lapsed/disused sites  
 
Disused/lapsed pitches are identified at the following sites: 
 
3 Shirebrook Recreation Ground (Langwith Road, Shirebrook) 
3 Creswell Miners Recreation Ground 
3 Creswell Colliery 
 
Shirebrook Recreation Ground previously had two adult pitches with Creswell Miners 
Recreation Ground and Creswell Colliery containing one adult pitch each. The pitch located 
at Creswell Colliery has become overgrown with the landowner providing a cricket pitch on 
a different part of the site. 
 
Figure 2.1 identifies all grass football pitches currently servicing Bolsover, regardless of 
amount of community use. For a key to the map, see table 2.12. 

Analysis area  Available for community use   

Adult  Youth 11v11  Youth 9v9  Mini 7v7  Mini 5v5  Totals  

Bolsover 13 1 3 - - 17 

Clowne 10 - 1 1 - 12 

Shirebrook 8 2 2 3 - 15 

South Normanton 14 - 5 2 3 24 

Bolsover  45 3 11 6 3 68 

http://www.thefa.com/my-football/football-volunteers/runningaclub/yourfacilities/technicalstandards.aspx
http://www.thefa.com/my-football/football-volunteers/runningaclub/yourfacilities/technicalstandards.aspx
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Figure 2.1: Location of all football pitches in Bolsover 
 

 
 
Informal/r ecreational pitches  
 
There are a number of sites identified in Bolsover that do not currently have official football 
pitches marked out but could have the capacity to provide pitches if required. Many of these 
contain a solitary goalpost or goalposts of an unofficial size but are not marked out or 
maintained for regular football use. They may have previously contained a pitch and are 
often used by the community recreationally, for social and infrequent football. These sites 
have been mapped and are listed in Appendix Four. 
 
Management  
 
Of community available pitches, 40 are managed by the Council or a town/parish council, 
ten by a community organisation, nine by sports clubs and eight by the education sector. 
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Pitch quality  
 
The quality of football pitches in Bolsover has been assessed via a combination of site visits 
(using non-technical assessments as determined by The FA) and user consultation to reach 
and apply an agreed rating as follows:  
 
3 Good 
3 Standard 
3 Poor 
 
Pitch quality primarily influences the carrying capacity of a site; often pitches lack the 
drainage and maintenance necessary to sustain levels of use. It is likely that pitches which 
receive little to no ongoing repair or post-season remedial work will be assessed as poor, 
therefore limiting the number of games able to take place each week without it having a 
detrimental effect on quality. Conversely, well maintained pitches which are tended to 
regularly are likely to be of a higher standard and capable of taking a number of matches 
without a significant reduction in surface quality.  
 
Private sites (e.g. sports clubs) typically offer better quality facilities than Council 
parks/playing fields and school pitches. In general, such sports clubs tend to have dedicated 
ground staff or volunteers working on pitches and the fact that they are often secured by 
fencing prevents unofficial use. The maintenance of Council sites tends to be less frequent 
and unofficial use of these sites can further exacerbate quality issues.  
 
The percentage parameters used for the non-technical assessments were as follows; Good 
(>80%), Standard (50-80%), Poor (<50%). The final quality ratings assigned to the sites 
also take into account the user quality ratings gathered from consultation. 
 
The table below summarises the quality of pitches that are available for community use. In 
total, five pitches are assessed as good quality (two adult, two youth pitches and a mini 
pitch), 58 as standard quality and four are deemed to be poor quality. 
 
Table 2.2: Pitch quality assessments (community use pitches)   
 

Adult pitches  Youth pitches  Mini pitches  

Good  Standard  Poor  Good  Standard  Poor  Good  Standard  Poor  

2 39 3 2 11 1 1 8 - 

 
The non-technical pitch quality audit shows that the majority of pitches are standard quality, 
particularly at local authority sites. All sites managed by the Council receive a standard level 
of maintenance that includes bi-weekly grass cutting, application of fertiliser and herbicide 
bi-annually and seeding and spiking during the season. The majority of pitches within 
schools also receive basic maintenance, which in most cases is contracted to an external 
company. Maintenance of pitches at club sites varies; some clubs hire dedicated ground 
staff whilst others depend on remedial work by volunteers that is often limited by cost and 
a lack of specialised equipment.  
 
Overall, 7% of the adult pitches available for community use are good quality, 86% are 
standard quality and 7% are poor quality. Interestingly, there are only two youth pitches 
rated as good quality (14%) in Bolsover, with both of these being located at Carr Vale FC, 
a club owned facility which carries out its own pitch maintenance. The remaining youth 
pitches are largely of standard quality (79%) with only one youth pitch rated as poor quality.  
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Recommendations on how to improve pitch quality will vary on a site by site basis and may 
range from increasing the level of maintenance on a pitch to trying to minimise overplay. 
This will be examined in greater detail in the accompanying Strategy document. 
 
In general, club consultation indicates varying degrees of change in pitch quality over the 
previous three years. Just under half (44%) of responding clubs report a slight improvement 
in pitch quality within the previous year. Most clubs, 50%, report no difference in pitch quality 
with only one club reporting pitch quality had worsened. Whitecotes Wanderers FC reports 
the pitch it uses at Palterton Miners Welfare Recreation Ground has become much poorer 
since last year with incorrect line markings being the main issue. 
 
The most common factor attributed to pitch improvements is more dedicated maintenance 
regimes; however, this is primarily at sites where clubs carry out a proportion of the pitch 
maintenance. 
 
The comments below are identified from a combination of club feedback and site 
assessment information.  
 
Table 2.3: Site specific comments 
 

Site   
ID 

Site  Club  Comments  

1 Barlborough County 
Park 

Barlborough Juniors FC One of the adult pitches is used 
for minor rugby league play in 
the summer period. 

5 Bolsover Town Social 
Club 

Bolsover Town FC The 9v9 pitch is slightly lower in 
quality due to unsuitable length 
of grass. 

9 Carr Vale FC Carr Vale FC Suffers from poor drainage. 
Issues with unofficial use.  Carr 
Vale FC report plans to improve 
pitch drainage within the next 12 
months.  However, receives 
good levels of dedicated 
maintenance. 

15 Clune Street Recreation 
Ground 

Clowne Wanderers FC Pitch markings need to be 
carried out effectively at the 
beginning of the season as clubs 
using the site have to remark on 
a regular basis. 

20 Fox Green, Creswell Creswell Black Diamond 
FC 

Limited amounts of maintenance 
being carried out on the pitch. 

23 Glapwell Football Club  Glapwell Gladiators FC Pitches receive low levels of 
maintenance with issues of poor 
drainage. 

37 Pinxton Miners Welfare 
Sports Ground 

Pinxton FC The pitch has issues with poor 
drainage, however, receives 
good levels of maintenance. 

45 South Normanton Town 
Park 

- Over marked pitches with a 5v5 
inside a 7v7. Issues with 
unofficial usage and dog fouling. 

40 Glove Lane Recreation 
Ground 

AFC South Wingfield 93 Grass is not being cut short 
enough. 
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Site   
ID 

Site  Club  Comments  

 

46 South Street Recreation 
Ground, South 
Normanton 

South Normanton Colts 
FC 

Over marked adult pitch with a 
9v9. Recently installed drainage 
and funding for new mower from 
the Council has improved pitch 
quality. 

55 Whaley Moor 
Recreation Ground 

Langwith Whitestar Grass is not being cut short 
enough with cuttings not being 
removed. 

 
 
FA Pitch Improvement Programme (PIP)  
 
With quality of grass pitches becoming one of the biggest influences on participation in 
football, the FA has made it a priority to work towards improving quality of grass pitches 
across the country. This has resulted in the creation of the FA Pitch Improvement 
Programme (PIP). As part of the PIP, grass pitches identified as having quality issues 
undergo a pitch inspection from a member of the Institute of Groundsmanship (IOG).  
 
Three sites in Bolsover received an assessment as part of the PIP process, which are:  
 
3 Exchem Sports Ground 
3 Glapwell Football Club 
3 Pinxton Miners Welfare Sports Ground 
 
PIP Assessments findings are based upon visual observations made upon site visits with 
any recommendations established from these findings. Summaries of the three sites and 
references on how pitch quality may be improved are listed below: 
 
Exchem Sports Ground 
 
3 Pitch upon site visits was in good condition with good grass coverage. 
3 Some areas of the playing surface are affected by undesirable grass and type two ófairy 
ringsô a type of fungal disease, however, these will not cause too much damage. 

3 There is a need for an increase in aeration following matches. 
3 A long term recommendation is an intensive maintenance schedule including top 

dressing before being aeration. 
 
Glapwell Football Club 
 
3 Compaction of soil is resulting in heavy saturation of the pitch. 
3 The pitch is not regularly aerated leading to poor drainage. 
3 Pitch is overplayed which may result in the deterioration of pitch quality. A short term 

recommendation is to manage fixtures to try and decrease amount of usage of the pitch. 
3 Site has a dedicated groundsman and more support needs to be given to him to improve 

pitch quality. 
3 An intensive maintenance schedule is required with the correct machinery and 

equipment managed by trained and motivated ground staff including decompaction, 
fertiliser application and seeding. 
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Pinxton Miners Welfare Sports Ground 
 
3 Pitch upon site visits was in showing signs of wear and soft under foot due to a wet 

period of weather. 
3 Grass coverage was deemed to be less than suitable with undesirable types of grass 

such as annual meadow grass in the pitch. 
3 A short term recommendation is an increase in aeration, fertiliser and seeding. 
3 Efforts of volunteer groundman should be commended due efforts to ensure the pitch 

was in a playable condition throughout the winter.  
3 An intensive maintenance schedule is required with the correct machinery and 

equipment managed by trained and motivated ground staff including decompaction, 
fertiliser application and seeding. 
 

Over marked pitches  
 
Over marking of pitches can cause notable damage to the surface quality and lead to 
overuse beyond recommended capacity. In some cases, mini pitches may be marked onto 
senior pitches or mini matches may been played widthways across adult or youth pitches. 
This can lead to targeted areas of surface damage due to a large amount of play focused 
on high traffic areas, particularly the middle third of the pitch. Over marking of pitches not 
only influences available capacity, it may also cause logistical issues regarding kick off 
times; for example, when two teams of differing age formats are due to play at the same 
site at the same time.  
 
Previously, Model Village Sports Ground had one adult pitch overlapping the cricket 
outfield, however, this has recently by resolved by the Council installing a dividing fence. If 
a cricket outfield is overlapped by a football pitch it would create availability issues as the 
cricket season begins in April when the football season is still ongoing and the football 
season begins in August as cricket fixtures are still being played. Generally, cricket is given 
priority at such sites, meaning football teams either have to finish their season early or have 
to relocate to another site. The table below highlights all sites containing over marked 
pitches. 
 
Table 2.4: Sites containing over marked pitches 
 

Site 
ID 

Site  Comments  

1 Barlborough County Park One of the adult pitches is used for minor rugby 
league play in the summer period. 

45 South Normanton Town Park Over marked pitches with a 5v5 inside a 7v7.  

46 South Street Recreation Ground, 
South Normanton 

Over marked adult pitch with a 9v9.  

 
Ancillary facilities  
 
The term ancillary facilities take into account clubhouse buildings, changing facilities and 
car parking, amongst other things but excluding the playing pitches. Clubs that responded 
to consultation assessed ancillary facilities, particularly changing facilities, as being either 
standard or poor quality. 
 
Table 2.5: Clubs response to changing facility quality 
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Good  Standard  Poor  

24% 41% 35% 

 
In general, the issues stated by the clubs are related to the interior of the buildings rather 
than the exterior, with common references to changing rooms needing modernisation and 
refurbishment. In particular, South Normanton Villa FC reports vandalism and theft of 
copper piping from the changing room facilities it uses at Broadmeadows Recreation 
Ground (Common Meadows).  
 
The majority receiving a poor rating are located at Council sites and include: 
  
3 Broadmeadows Recreation Ground 

(Common Meadows). 
3 Glapwell Football Club 
3 Whaley Moor Recreation Ground 
3 Fox Green, Creswell 
3 South Street Recreation Ground, South 

Normanton 

 

 
Of the four clubs that state their ancillary facilities are of a good condition, two (Shirebrook 
Town FC and Carr Vale FC) are based at sites where clubs maintain the facilities. Carr Vale 
FC reports recent investment in the upgrading of the changing room quality.  
 
The remaining sites, Tibshelf Sports Field (Tibshelf FC) located on Shetland Road (DE55 
5QE) and Glove Lane Recreation Ground (AFC South Wingfield 93) are maintained to high 
standards by Tibshelf Parish Council and Blackwell Parish Council, respectively.  
 
Pitch hire and costs  
 
The biggest challenge in the current economic climate is to achieve a balance between 
maintenance and pitch hire costs. A growing number of local authorities are looking at full 
recovery costs as a way of increasing maintenance and removing the subsidy given to 
football. This could be an issue in Bolsover with many clubs in the area finding the price of 
pitch rentals already too high for the quality provided.  
 
Security of tenure   
 
Tenure of sites in Bolsover is generally secure i.e. through a long term lease or a guarantee 
that the pitch will continue to be provided over the next three years, with most sites ensuring 
community use is available, although there is an issue for one club within Bolsover. 
 
Tibshelf Community FC currently is accessing football provision at Tibshelf Community 
School Playing Fields. It pays ópeppercorn rentô to the Derbyshire County Council for the 
use of the land, however, the site is under potential threat of being closed and the Club 
reports uncertainty of its tenure on the site. As the Club is developing and has aspiration to 
grow, long term security of tenure on a site would be needed to ensure its longevity. 
 
Tenure of some other sites also remains unsecure, notably at schools and academies which 
state their own policies and are more likely to restrict levels of community use. A good 
example of which is at Heritage High School, which has questioned the profitability and 
benefits of community use, noting that the damage caused and the expense of staffing 
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offsets any income. The following schools currently do not allow community use of some or 
all of their pitches:  
 

3 Barlborough Hall School 
3 Creswell Junior School 
3 Kirkstead Junior School 
3 Town End Junior School 

3 Brookfield Primary School 
3 Heritage High School 
3 St Josephôs Catholic Academy 

 

This being said both, Barlborough Hall School and Heritage High School, report potentially 
exploring increasing community access available as long as additional use does not 
negatively impact on the pitch quality. 
Football pyramid demand  
 
Clubs within the step system must adhere to ground requirements set out by the FA. The 
higher the level of football being played the higher the requirements. Clubs cannot progress 
into the league above if the ground requirements do not meet the correct specifications.  
 
Ground grading assesses grounds from A to H, with óAô being the requirements for Step 1 
clubs. There are four clubs in Bolsover that play within the football pyramid: 
 
3 South Normanton Athletic FC (1st) ï Step 6 
3 Shirebrook Town FC ï Step 6 
3 South Normanton Athletic FC (2nd) ï Step 7 
3 Pinxton FC ï Step 7 
3 FC Bolsover ï Step 7 
 
All clubs are able to meet league requirements for their respective leagues, although 
improvements may need to be made for clubs to progress through the pyramid system. For 
example, Pinxton FC report its ancillary facilities are of adequate condition but lack 
hospitality amenities which would need addressing if the Club were to be promoted. 
 
At the end of the 2015/16 season, there had been a further club which played at Step Seven 
in the football pyramid. Glapwell FC, which did play its home game at Glapwell Football 
Club, folded before the start of the 2016/17 season due to ongoing internal issues. 
 
2.3: Demand   
 
Through the audit and assessment, a total of 75 teams were identified as playing within 
Bolsover. This consists of 37 menôs teams, 31 youth boysô teams, four youth girlsô teams 
and three mini soccer teams.  
  
Table 2.6: Summary of competitive teams currently playing in Bolsover 
 

 

Analysis area  No. of teams playing   

Adult  Youth 11v11  Youth 9v9  Mini 7v7  Mini 5v5  Total  

Bolsover 9 4 1 - - 14 

Clowne 8 2 4 2 - 16 

Shirebrook 10 9 4 1 - 24 

South Normanton 10 6 5 - - 21 

Bolsover  37 21 14 3 - 75 
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The majority of teams play in Shirebrook Analysis Area (24 teams), with the fewest number 
of teams playing in Bolsover Analysis Area (14 teams). The most prevalent playing format 
is adult football (37). 
 
Clubs that responded to the online survey were asked whether there had been a change 
in the number of teams over the previous three years. The response rates for those which 
answered this question can be seen in the table below. 
  
Table 2.7: Change in the number of teams over the previous three years  
 

 
The highest increase in teams is seen in mini soccer, with 18% of clubs reporting an 
increase over the last three years with no clubs reporting a decrease.  
 
Adversely, 18% of clubs report a decrease in adult teams with 12% reporting a decrease in 
youth teams. It would be expected that an increase in mini teams would translate into more 
youth and adult teams; however, this is not always the case.  
 
The way in which people want to play football is changing, especially for adult men. There 
is a national trend of players opting to play small sided versions of the game as people 
want to be able to fit it into busy lifestyles. Shorter versions of the sport allow players to do 
this, and if this trend continues there is likely to be demand for more access to 3G pitches.  
 
Unmet demand  
 
Unmet demand is existing demand that is not getting access to pitches. It is usually 
expressed, for example, when a team is already training but is unable to access a match 
pitch, or when a league has a waiting list due to a lack of pitch provision, which in turn is 
hindering the growth of the league. No clubs report this as being the case in Bolsover.  
 
Latent demand  
 
During the consultation process a number of clubs identify that if more pitches were 
available, at their home ground or in the local area, they could develop more teams in the 
future (latent demand). The table below highlights latent demand expressed by the clubs 
(where quantified) that could potentially be fielded if more pitches were available. 
 
Table 2.8: Summary of latent demand expressed by clubs 
 

Club  Analysis 
area 

Latent demand  

 

Match 
equivalent 
sessions 5 

Pitch type  

 

Glapwell Gladiators FC Shirebrook 3 x mini 1.5 Mini 5v5 

Langwith Whitestar FC Bolsover 1 x adult 0.5 Adult 

                                                
5 Two teams require one pitch to account for playing on a home and away basis.  Therefore 0.5 
pitches can therefore be seen in the table where there is latent demand for one team.  

Team type  Clubs response  

Increased  Decreased  Stayed the same  

Adult  6% 18% 76% 

Youth 6% 12% 82% 

Mini 18% 0% 72% 
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Club  Analysis 
area 

Latent demand  

 

Match 
equivalent 
sessions 5 

Pitch type  

 

Totals  0.5 Adult  

1.5 Mini  

 
In total, latent demand amounts to 0.5 match equivalent sessions on adult and 1.5 match 
equivalents on 5v5 pitches  
 
In addition to the table, half of clubs surveyed indicate that they would field more teams if 
more or better training facilities were available and just over half (56%) of clubs surveyed 
state that team numbers would increase if ancillary provision improved.  
 
Displaced demand  
 
Displaced demand refers to teams that are currently accessing pitches for their home 
fixtures outside of the area in which they are registered, normally because their pitch 
requirements cannot be met. Currently there are six clubs registered in Bolsover that have 
teams playing outside of the analysis area, as follows: 
 
3 Bolsover Town FC 
3 South Normanton Colts FC 
3 Carr Vale FC 
3 Renishaw Rangers FC 
3 Shirebrook Rangers and Juniors FC 
3 Tibshelf Community FC 

 
Of these, Bolsover Town, South Normanton Colts, Carr Vale FC, Shirebrook Rangers and 
Juniors and Tibshelf Community FC all have several mini soccer teams playing outside of 
Bolsover. This is mainly due to centralised mini soccer venues located in neighbouring 
Chesterfield and Matlock.  
 
It is currently unknown if these clubs would rather play these fixtures within Bolsover, 
however, the popularity of these central venues impact directly on the amount of mini soccer 
and mini soccer pitches being accessed in the Analysis Area. There are currently five mini 
5v5 pitches and seven 7v7 pitches in Bolsover, as a whole, being accessed by three mini 
soccer teams. 
 
If the clubs, aforementioned, wanted to play these fixtures within Bolsover this would impact 
directly on the demand on these pitches. 
 
If enough demand exists there may be scope to create a central venue servicing North East 
Derbyshire and Bolsover. 
 
Future demand  
 
Future demand can be defined in two ways, through participation increases and using 
population forecasts.  
 
Population increases 
 



BOLSOVER DISTRICT COUNCIL  
PLAYING PITCH ASSESSMENT REPORT  

 
 

January 2017                      Assessment Report: Knight Kavanagh & Page                       26 

Team generation rates are used to calculate the number of teams likely to be generated in 
the future (2033 in line with the Local Plan timeframe) based on population growth. It is 
predicted that there will be a possible increase of three youth boysô teams. 
 
Table 2.9: Team generation rates (2033) 
 

Age group  Current 
population 
within age 

group  

Current 
no. of 
teams  

Team 
Generation 

Rate 

Future 
population 
within age 

group  

(2033) 

Predicted 
future 

number 
of teams  

Additional 
teams that 

may be 
generated 
from the 

increased 
population  

Adult Men (16-45) 14,116 37 1:382 14,425 37.8 0.8 

Adult Women (16-45) 14,186 0 0 14,050 0 0 

Youth Boys (10-15) 2,565 31 1:83 2,866 34.6 3.6 

Youth Girls (10-15) 2,458 4 1:615 2,740 4.5 0.5 

Mini-Soccer Mixed (6-9) 3,507 3 1:1,169 3,608 3.1 0.1 

 
Participation increases 
 
A number of clubs report aspirations to increase the number of teams they provide. Of the 
clubs which quantify their potential increase, there is a predicted growth of six teams 
equating to two adult, two youth and two mini match equivalent sessions.  
 
Latent demand highlighted earlier in the report has been discounted from these calculations 
as it is presumed to be absorbed in future growth. 
 
Table 2.10: Potential team increases identified by clubs 
 

Club    Analysis 
area 

Future 
demand  

Match 
equivalent 
sessions 6 

Pitch type  

Whitwell FC Clowne 1 x Youth 

1 x Mini 

0.5 

0.5 

Youth 9v9 

Mini 5v5 

Shirebrook Wanderers FC Shirebrook 1 x Adult  0.5 Adult 

South Normanton Colts 
FC 

South 
Normanton 

1 x Mini 0.5 

 

Mini 5v5 

Carr Vale FC Bolsover 1 x Adult 

1 x Youth 

0.5 

0.5 

Adult 

Youth 11v11 

Totals  1 Adult  

1 Youth  

1 Mini  

 
The total future demand expressed amounts to three match equivalent sessions, the 
majority of which is identified in the Clowne and Bolsover analysis areas.  
 
  

                                                
6 Two teams require one pitch to account for playing on a home and away basis. Therefore 0.5 
pitches can therefore be seen in the table where there is latent demand for one team.  
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2.4: Capacity analysis  
 
The capacity for pitches to regularly provide for competitive play, training and other activity 
over a season is most often determined by quality. As a minimum, the quality and therefore 
the capacity of a pitch affects the playing experience and peopleôs enjoyment of playing 
football.  In extreme circumstances it can result in the inability of the pitch to cater for all or 
certain types of play during peak and off peak times. Pitch quality is often influenced by 
weather conditions and drainage. 
 
As a guide, The FA has set a standard number of matches that each grass pitch type should 
be able to accommodate without adversely affecting its current quality (pitch capacity). 
Taking into consideration the guidelines on capacity the following ratings were used in 
Bolsover: 

 
Table 2.12 applies the above pitch ratings against the actual level of weekly play recorded 
to determine a capacity rating as follows:  
 

Potential capacity  Play is below the level the site could sustain 

At capacity   Play matches the level the site can sustain 

Overused  Play exceeds the level the site can sustain 

 
Education sites  
 
To account for curricular/extra-curricular use of education pitches it is likely that the carrying 
capacity at such sites will need to be adjusted. This adjustment is generally dependent on 
the amount of play carried out and also the number of pitches on site. The only time this 
would not happen is when a school does not use its pitches at all and the sole use is 
community use.  
 
For Bolsover, pitch capacity at secondary schools, academies, colleges and independent 
schools has been adjusted by a single match equivalent session per pitch to account for 
curriculum use.  
 
Capacity of primary and special school sites has not been adjusted except for at sites where 
the School has quantified use for matches/curriculum use. 
 
Peak time  
 
Spare capacity can only be considered as actual spare capacity if pitches are available at 
peak time. In Bolsover peak time is considered to be Sunday AM, as this is when the 
majority of teams access each pitch type.  
 
  

Adult pitches  Youth pitches  Mini pitches  

Pitch 
quality  

Matches per 
week 

Pitch  

quality  

Matches per 
week 

Pitch  

quality  

Matches per 
week 

Good 3 Good 4 Good 6 

Standard 2 Standard 2 Standard 4 

Poor 1 Poor 1 Poor 2 
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2.5: Supply and demand analysis  
 
Spare capacity  
 
The next step is to ascertain whether or not any identified ópotential capacityô can be 
deemed óactual spare capacityô. There may be situations where, although a site is 
highlighted as potentially able to accommodate some additional play, this should not be 
recorded as spare capacity against the site. For example, a site may be managed to 
regularly operate slightly below full capacity to ensure that it can cater for a number of 
regular friendly matches and activities that take place but are difficult to quantify on a weekly 
basis.  
 
The table below considers site by site the capacity of the pitches to accommodate further 
play and for them to be deemed as having óactual spare capacityô. A pitch is only said to 
have óactual spare capacityô if it is available for community use and available at the peak 
time for that format of the game. Any pitch not meeting these criteria has been discounted.  
 
Pitches that are of a poor quality are not deemed to have actual spare capacity due to the 
already low carrying capacity of the pitches. Any identified spare capacity should be 
retained in order to relieve the pitches of use, which in turn will aid the improvement of pitch 
quality. It must also be noted that teams do not want to play on poor quality pitches. 
 
School sites that are currently available for community use but are unused are also not 
considered to have actual spare capacity as the full existence of these pitches cannot be 
determined. Further consultation with the providers is therefore recommended to fully 
understand community use aspects, i.e. are the pitches available during peak time and are 
they available throughout the playing season.   
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Table 2.12: Football pitch capacity analysis 
 

Sit
e 
ID 

Site name  

 

Community 
use?  

Type of 
tenure 7 

Management  Analysis area  Pitch 
type  

Pitch  

size 

Over 
marked?  

Quality 
rating  

No. of 
pitches  

Current 
play  

(match 
sessions)  

Site   
capacity 8 

(match 
sessions)  

Overused (+), At 
Capacity (/) or 

Potential to 
Accommodate 

additional play ( -) 

Pitches 
available in 
peak period  

Comments  

Ownership  Maintenance  

1 Barlborough County Park Yes Secured Parish Council County Council Clowne Adult (11v11) Yes Standar
d 

2 1 2 1 1 Actual spare capacity 
during peak time. 

 Adult (11v11) No Standar
d 

0.5 2 1.5 1.5 No actual spare capacity 
as pitch is over marked. 

 Youth (9v9) No Standar
d 

1 2 2 0 - No spare capacity at peak 
period. 

2 Barlborough Hall School No Unsecure
d 

Education 
(private) 

Education 
(private) 

Clowne Adult (11v11) No Good 2 0 4 4 - No spare capacity due to 
unsecured tenure. 

 Adult (11v11) 

 Youth (9v9) 1 0 3 3 - No spare capacity due to 
unsecured tenure. 

3 Blackwell Miners Welfare Yes Secured Community 
Organisation 

Sports Club South 
Normanton 

Adult 

 

(11v11) No Standar
d 

1 0.5 2 1.5 0.5 Actual spare capacity 
during peak time. 

5 Bolsover Town Social Club Yes Secured Town Council Town Council Bolsover Adult (11v11) No 

 

Standar
d 

 

2 

 

2.5 

 

4 1.5 0.5 Minimal spare capacity 
should be retained to 
protect quality 

 Adult (11v11) 

 Youth (9v9) Poor 1 0.5 1 0.5 1 Spare capacity discounted 
due to poor quality 

7 Broadmeadows Recreation 
Ground (Common 
Meadows). 

Yes Secured District 
Council 

District Council South 
Normanton 

Adult (11v11) No 

 

Standar
d 

2 0.5 

 

4 

 

3.5 

 

2 

 

Actual spare capacity 
during peak time. 

8 Brookfield Primary School No Unsecure Education 
(DCC) 

Education 
(DCC) 

Shirebrook Youth (9v9) No Standar
d 

1 - 2 2   - No spare capacity due to 
unsecured tenure. 

9 Carr Vale FC Yes Secured Sports Club Sports Club Bolsover Adult (11v11) No Good 1 0.5 3 2.5 0.5 Spare capacity is negated 
due to the large amount of 
potential pitch 
improvement to be carried 
out 2017. 

 Youth (11v11) 1 1 4 3 0.5 

 Youth (9v9) 1 0 4 4 1 

10 Castle Leisure Park Yes Secured Private 
(leased to 

District 
Council) 

District Council Bolsover Adult (11v11) No Standar
d 

2 0.5 4 3.5 1.5 Actual spare capacity 
during peak time. 

11 Charnwood Crescent 

 

Yes Secured Parish Council 

 

District Council South 
Normanton 

Adult 

 

(11v11) No 

 

Standar
d 

1 0.5 2 1.5 0.5 Actual spare capacity 
during peak time 

13 Clowne Sports Centre Yes Secured District 
Council 

District Council Clowne Adult (11v11) No Standar
d 

2 0 4 4 2 Actual spare capacity 
during peak time 

15 Clune Street Recreation 
Ground 

Yes Secured District 
Council 

District Council Clowne Adult 

 

(11v11) No Standar
d 

1 1.5 2 0.5 

 

- 

 

No spare capacity at peak 
period. 

16 Creswell Junior School No Unsecure
d 

Education 
(DCC) 

Education 
(DCC) 

Clowne Youth (11v11) No Standar
d 

1 0 2 2 - No spare capacity due to 
unsecured tenure. 

18 Doe Lea Recreation Ground Yes Secure Parish Council Parish Council South 
Normanton 

Adult (11v11) No Standar
d 

1 0.5 2 1.5 0.5 Minimal spare capacity 
should be retained to 
protect quality 

19 Exchem Sports Ground Yes Secured Sports Club Sports Club South 
Normanton 

Adult (11v11) No Good 1 5 3 2 - No spare capacity due to 
overplay. 

                                                
7 Unless local information suggests otherwise it can be assumed that the availability of all pitches in Council, town and parish council and sports club ownership will be secure. 
8 Based on pitch quality The FA recommends a maximum number of match sessions to be accommodate per pitch type. Please refer to Section 2.4 for the full breakdown. 
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Sit
e 
ID 

Site name  

 

Community 
use?  

Type of 
tenure 7 

Management  Analysis area  Pitch 
type  

Pitch  

size 

Over 
marked?  

Quality 
rating  

No. of 
pitches  

Current 
play  

(match 
sessions)  

Site   
capacity 8 

(match 
sessions)  

Overused (+), At 
Capacity (/) or 

Potential to 
Accommodate 

additional play ( -) 

Pitches 
available in 
peak period  

Comments  

Ownership  Maintenance  

 Mini (5v5) Good 1 0 6 6 1 Actual spare capacity 
during peak time 

20 Fox Green Yes Secured Parish Council District Council Clowne Adult (11v11) No Poor 1 1 1 0 - No spare capacity at peak 
period. 

21 Frederick Gent School Yes Unsecure
d 

Education 
(DCC) 

Education 
(DCC) 

South 
Normanton 

Adult 

 

(11v11) 

 

No 

   

Standar
d 

 

2 

 

0 

 

2 

 

4 

 

2 

 

No spare capacity due to 
unsecured tenure. 

23 Glapwell Football Club Yes Secured Parish Council Sports club Shirebrook Adult (11v11) No Poor 1 3.5 1 2.5 0.5 Spare capacity discounted 
due to poor quality 

24 Glebe Junior School Yes Unsecure
d 

Education 
(DCC) 

Education 
(DCC) 

South 
Normanton 

Youth (9v9) No Standar
d 

1 0 2 2 - No spare capacity due to 
unsecured tenure. 

25 Hardwick Street Recreation 
Ground 

Yes Secured Parish Council Shirebrook 
Town Council 

Bolsover Adult (11v11) No Standar
d 

1 0 2 2 1 Actual spare capacity 
during peak time 

26 Heritage High School No Unsecure Education 
(DCC) 

 Clowne Adult (11v11) No Standar
d 

2 0 2 2 - No spare capacity as 
there is no community 
use. 

27 Hillstown Miners Welfare 
Field 

Yes Secured Community 
Organisation 

Community 
Organisation 

Bolsover Adult (11v11) No Standar
d 

1 0 2 2 1 Actual spare capacity 
during peak time 

 Youth (9v9) Standar
d 

1 0 2 2 1 

28 Kirkstead Junior School No Unsecure Education 
(DCC) 

Education 
(DCC) 

South 
Normanton 

Mini (5v5) No Standar
d 

1 0 4 4 - No spare capacity as 
there is no community 
use. 

29 Mansfield Road Recreation 
Ground 

Yes Secured Education 
(DCC) 

Education 
(DCC) 

Clowne Adult (11v11) No Standar
d 

1 0 2 2 1 Actual spare capacity 
during peak time 

32 Model Village Sports Ground Yes Secured District 
Council 

Sports Club Shirebrook Adult (11v11) No Standar
d 

1 2 2 1 0.5 Minimal spare capacity 
should be retained to 
protect quality 

34 Oxcroft Miners Welfare Yes Secured Town Council Town Council Bolsover Adult (11v11) No Standar
d 

2 0.5 2 3.5 1.5 Actual spare capacity 
during peak time 

35 Palterton Miners Welfare 
Recreation Ground 

Yes Secured Parish Council District Council Bolsover Adult (11v11) No Standar
d 

1 1 2 1 - No spare capacity at peak 
period. 

36 Park Road Recreation 
Ground 

Yes Secured Town Council Town Council Shirebrook Adult (11v11) No Standar
d 

2 0.5 4 3.5 1.5 Actual spare capacity 
during peak time  Adult (11v11) 

 Mini (7v7) No Standar
d 

1 0 4 4 1 

37 Pinxton Miners Welfare 
Sports Ground 

Yes Secured CISWO District Council South 
Normanton 

Adult (11v11) No Standar
d 

1 1 2 1 0.5 Minimal spare capacity 
should be retained to 
protect quality 

38 Pinxton Topps Football Pitch Yes Secured Parish Council District Council South 
Normanton 

Adult (11v11) No Standar
d 

1 0 2 2 

 

1 

 

Actual spare capacity 
during peak time 

39 Rotherham Road Recreation 
Ground 

Yes Secured Parish Council District Council Shirebrook Adult (11v11) No Standar
d 

1 0 2 2 1 Actual spare capacity 
during peak time 

40 Gloves Lane Recreation 
Ground 

Yes Secured Parish Council District Council South 
Normanton 

Adult (11v11) No Standar
d 

1 0.5 2 1.5 1 Actual spare capacity 
during peak time 

41 Shirebrook Academy Yes Secured Education  Shirebrook Youth 

 

(11v11) No 

 

Standar
d 

 

2 

 

2 

 

2 

 

0 

 

1 

 

No spare capacity at peak 
period as pitches have no 
actual spare capacity. 

 Youth 

 

(9v9) No Standar
d 

2 1.5 2 0.5 1.5 Actual spare capacity 
during peak time 
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Sit
e 
ID 

Site name  

 

Community 
use?  

Type of 
tenure 7 

Management  Analysis area  Pitch 
type  

Pitch  

size 

Over 
marked?  

Quality 
rating  

No. of 
pitches  

Current 
play  

(match 
sessions)  

Site   
capacity 8 

(match 
sessions)  

Overused (+), At 
Capacity (/) or 

Potential to 
Accommodate 

additional play ( -) 

Pitches 
available in 
peak period  

Comments  

Ownership  Maintenance  

 Mini (7v7) No Standar
d 

2 0.5 6 5.5 1.5 

44 Shirebrook Town Football 
Club 

Yes Secured Sports Club Sports Club Shirebrook Adult (11v11) No Good 1 1 3 2 1 Spare capacity discounted 
due to two football 
pyramid team accessing 
the pitch. Need to ensure 
pitch quality. 

45 South Normanton Town Park 
(Market Street - DE55 2EJ) 

Yes Secured Parish Council Parish Council South 
Normanton 

Mini (5v5) Yes Standar
d 

1 0 4 4 1 Actual spare capacity 
during peak time 

 Mini (7v7) Yes Standar
d 

1 0 4 4     1 

46 South Street Recreation 
Ground, South Normanton 

Yes Secured Parish Council Parish Council South 
Normanton 

Adult (11v11) Yes Standar
d 

1 0.5 2 

 

0.5 - No spare capacity at peak 
period. 

 Youth (9v9) Yes Standar
d 

1 1 

47 St Josephôs Catholic 
Academy 

No Unsecure
d 

Education Shirebrook Mini (5v5) No Standar
d 

1 0 4 4 - No spare capacity as 
there is no community 
use. 

48 The Bolsover School Yes Unsecure
d 

Education Bolsover Adult (11v11) No Standar
d 

 

2 

 

0 

 

2 

 

2 

 

1 

 

Spare capacity discounted 
as it is an unused school 
site.  

49 Tibshelf Community School 

 

 

No Unsecure
d 

Education (DCC) South 
Normanton 

Adult (11v11) No Poor 1 0 1 1 - No spare capacity as 
there is no community 
use. 

Youth (9v9) Poor 1 0 1 1 - No spare capacity as 
there is no community 
use. 

50 Tibshelf Sports Field - 
Shetland Road (DE55 5QE) 

 

Yes Secured Parish Council Parish Council South 
Normanton 

Adult (11v11) No Standar
d 

1 1.5 2 0.5 - No spare capacity at peak 
period. 

 Youth (9v9) No Standar
d 

1 0 2 2 1 Actual spare capacity 
during peak time 

51 Town End Junior School No Unsecure
d 

Education 
(DCC) 

District Council South 
Normanton 

Mini (7v7) No Standar
d 

1 0 4 4 - No spare capacity as 
there is no community 
use. 

52 Villa Park Yes Secured Parish Council District Council Clowne Adult (11v11) No Standar
d 

1 1 2 1 - No spare capacity at peak 
period. 

53 Warren Terrace Recreation 
Ground 

Yes Secured Town Council Town Council Shirebrook Adult (11v11) No Standar
d 

1 1 2 1 1 Actual spare capacity 
during peak time 

54 Welbeck Street Recreation 
Ground 

Yes Secured Parish Council Town Council Clowne Adult (11v11) No Standar
d 

1 0 2 2 1 Actual spare capacity 
during peak time 

55 Whaley Moor Recreation 
Ground 

Yes Secured Town Council Town Council Bolsover Adult (11v11) No Poor 1 0.5 1 0.5 0.5 Spare capacity discounted 
due to poor quality 

58 Whitwell Primary School Yes Unsecure
d 

Education 
(DCC) 

Education 
(DCC) 

Clowne Adult (11v11) No Standar
d 

1 0.5 2 1.5 - No spare capacity due to 
unsecured tenure. 

 Mini (7v7) No 1 1 4 3 - 

61 Shirebrook Bowls Club 
(Coronation Drive) 

Yes Secure Parish Council 
(leased to 

bowls club) 

Sports Club Shirebrook Adult  No Standar
d 

1 1 2 1 - No spare capacity at peak 
period. 

63 Tibshelf Community School 
Playing Fields 

Yes Unsecure
d 

County 
Council 

County Council South 
Normanton 

Adult (11v11) No Standar
d 

1 0.5 2 1.5 1 Spare capacity discounted 
due to unsecured tenure.  Youth (9v9) 2 1.5 4 

 

2.5 2 

 Youth (9v9) 
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Sit
e 
ID 

Site name  

 

Community 
use?  

Type of 
tenure 7 

Management  Analysis area  Pitch 
type  

Pitch  

size 

Over 
marked?  

Quality 
rating  

No. of 
pitches  

Current 
play  

(match 
sessions)  

Site   
capacity 8 

(match 
sessions)  

Overused (+), At 
Capacity (/) or 

Potential to 
Accommodate 

additional play ( -) 

Pitches 
available in 
peak period  

Comments  

Ownership  Maintenance  

 Mini (7v7) 1 0 4 4 1 

 Mini (5v5) 1 0 4 4 1 
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Actual spare capacity has been aggregated up by area and by pitch type and summarised in 
the table below. 
 
Table 2.14: Actual spare capacity summary 
 

 
The table shows a total of 27.5 match equivalent sessions of actual spare capacity across 
Bolsover with the most expressed on adult pitches and in South Normanton Analysis Area.  
 
Overplay  
 
Overplay occurs when there is more play accommodated on a site than it is able to sustain 
(which can often be due to the low carrying capacity of the pitches). In Bolsover, two pitches 
are overplayed across two sites by a total of 4.5 match equivalent sessions. Both of these 
pitches are at club sites. Exchem Sports Ground is deemed to be over played due to the large 
amount of football played on a single pitch, whereas, the adult pitch at Glapwell Football Club 
is overplayed as the pitch is in poor condition. 
 
Table 2.15: Overplay on pitches 
 

Site 
ID 

Site name  Analysis area  Pitch type  No. of 
pitches  

Capacity 
rating  

19 Exchem Sports Ground South Normanton Adult 1 2 

23 Glapwell Football Club Shirebrook Adult 1 2.5 

 
2.6: Conclusions  

Having considered supply and demand, the tables below identify current demand (i.e. spare 
capacity taking away overplay and any latent/ displaced demand) in each of the analysis areas 
for the different pitch types, based on match equivalent sessions. Future demand is based on 
team generation rates (broken down by analysis area) which are driven by population 
increases as well as club development plans to increase their number of teams. 
 
  

Analysis area  Actual spare capacity (match sessions per week)  

Adult  Youth (11v11)  Youth (9v9)  Mini (7v7)  Mini (5v5)  

Bolsover 5 - 1 - - 

Clowne 5 - - - - 

Shirebrook 3.5 - 1.5 2.5 - 

South Normanton 5 - 1 1 2 

Bolsover  18.5 - 3.5 3.5 2 
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Table 2.16: Spare capacity/ overplay of adult pitches  

 
There is no shortfall of adult pitches in Bolsover with a current spare capacity of 14 match 
equivalent sessions. Including future and latent there will still be spare capacity of 11 match 
sessions with the Shirebrook Analysis Areas being played to capacity. 
 
Table 2.17: Summary of spare capacity on adult pitches 
 

 

                                                
9 In match equivalent sessions 
10 Two teams require one pitch to account for playing on a home and away basis; therefore, 0.5 pitches 
can therefore be seen in the table where there is latent demand for one team. 

Analysis area  Actual 
spare 

capacity 9 

 Demand (match equivalent sessions)  

Overplay  Current 
total  

Latent/ 
displaced 
demand  

Future 
demand  

Total  

Bolsover 5 - 5 1 1 3 

Clowne 5 - 5 - - 5 

Shirebrook 3.5 2.5 1 - 1 0 

South Normanton 5 2 3 - - 3 

Bolsover  18.510 4.5 14 1 2 11 

Site 
ID 

Site Name  Analysis  Area 

 

Actual spare 
capacity (match 

sessions per week)  

Number of pitches  

 

1 Barlborough County Park Clowne 1 2 

3 Blackwell Miners Welfare South Normanton 0.5 1 

7 Broadmeadows 
Recreation Ground 
(Common Meadows) 

South Normanton 2 2 

10 Castle Leisure Park Bolsover 1.5 2 

11 Charnwood Crescent South Normanton 0.5 1 

13 Clowne Sports Centre Clowne 2 2 

25 Hardwick Street 
Recreation Ground 

Bolsover 1 1 

27 Hillstown Miners Welfare 
Field 

Bolsover 1 1 

29 Mansfield Road 
Recreation Ground 

Clowne 1 1 

34 Oxcroft Miners Welfare Bolsover 1.5 2 

36 Park Road Recreation 
Ground 

Shirebrook 1.5 2 

38 Pinxton Topps Football 
Pitch 

South Normanton 1 1 

39 Rotherham Road 
Recreation Ground 

Shirebrook 1 1 

40 Glove Lane Recreation 
Ground 

South Normanton 1 1 

53 Warren Terrace 
Recreation Ground 

Shirebrook 1 1 

54 Welbeck Street 
Recreation Ground 

Clowne 1 1 
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The above mentioned Table 2.17 summarises the spare capacity on adult pitches within 
Bolsover. 
 
Table 2.18: Spare capacity/ overplay of youth 11v11 pitches 
 

 
The table above shows that for youth 11v11 pitches in Bolsover there is no shortfall for current 
demand, with no match sessions of spare capacity in any of the Analysis Areas. When 
factoring in future demand, there is an overall shortfall of 1.5 match equivalent sessions.  
 
Table 2.19: Spare capacity/ overplay of youth 9v9 pitches 
 

 
The current picture shows that there is an overall spare capacity of 9v9 pitches amounting to 
3.5 match equivalent sessions and a future spare capacity of 2.5 match equivalent session.  
 
Table 2.20: Spare capacity/ overplay of mini 7v7 pitches 
 

 

                                                
11 In match equivalent sessions 
12 Future demand includes TGRôs 
13 In match equivalent sessions 
14 Future demand includes TGRôs 
15 In match equivalent sessions 

Analysis area  Actual 
spare 

capacity 11 

 Demand (match equivalent sessions)  

Overplay  Current 
total  

Latent/ 
displaced 
demand  

Future 
demand  

Total  

Bolsover - - - - 0.5 0.5 

Clowne - - - - - - 

Shirebrook - - - - - - 

South Normanton - - - - - - 

Bolsover  - - - - 1.512 1.5 

Analysis area  Actual 
spare 

capacity 13 

 Demand (match equivalent sessions)  

Overplay  Current 
total  

Latent/ 
displaced 
demand  

Future 
demand  

Total  

Bolsover 1 - 1 - - 1 

Clowne - - - - - - 

Shirebrook 1.5 - 1.5 - 0.5 1 

South Normanton 1 - 1 - - 1 

Bolsover  3.5 - 3.5 - 114 2.5 

Analysis area  Actual 
spare 

capacity 15 

 Demand (match equivalent sessions)  

Overplay  Current 
total  

Latent/ 
displaced 
demand  

Future 
demand  

Total  

Bolsover - - - - - - 

Clowne - - - - - - 

Shirebrook 2.5 - 2.5 - - 2.5 

South Normanton 1 - 1 - - 1 

Bolsover  3.5 - 3.5 - - 3.5 
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There is current spare capacity overall on 7v7 pitches amounting to 3.5 match equivalent 
session, which can be attributed to the Shirebrook and South Normanton Analysis Areas. As 
there is no latent, displaced demand or future demand there still remains 3.5 spare match 
equivalent sessions. 
 
Table 2.21: Spare capacity/ overplay of mini 5v5 pitches 
 

 
There is current spare capacity overall on 5v5 pitches amounting to two match equivalent 
sessions with spare capacity available in the South Normanton analysis areas. Future 
demand, however, results in an overall shortfall of 0.5 match equivalent sessions.  
 
Taking into account the above tables, the table below summarises the level of spare capacity 
and shortfalls on each pitch type across Bolsover as a whole.  
 
Table 2.22: Spare capacity/overplay summary in Bolsover 
 

Pitch type   Demand (match equivalent sessions)  

Actual spare 
capacity 17 

Overplay  Current   
total  

Latent/ 
displaced 
demand  

Future 
demand  

Total  

Adult 18.5 4.5 14 1 2 11 

Youth 11v11 - - - - 1.518 1.5 

Youth 9v9 3.5 - 3.5 - 119 2.5 

Mini 7v7 3.5 - 3.5 - - 3.5 

Mini 5v5 2 - 2 1.5 1 0.5 

 
There is current spare capacity on all types of pitches within Bolsover, expect youth 11v11, 
with the largest amount being on adult pitches, which have 14 match equivalent sessions 
existing. Taking into account future demand, there are shortfalls across two pitch types, youth 
11v11 and mini 5v5. In order to reduce shortfalls, there is a clear need for pitch quality 
improvements, which will increase pitch capacity. 
 
Spare capacity indicated on adult pitches can be explained by the club to team ratio in 
Bolsover. Exactly half of all clubs (17), only field one team, 11 of which access independent 
sites. Indicating that these 11 adult pitches are receiving 0.5 match equivalent session a week 
amount to the spare capacity specified. 
 

                                                
16 In match equivalent sessions 
17 In match equivalent sessions 
18 Future demand includes TGRôs 
19 Future demand includes TGRôs 

Analysis area  Actual 
spare 

capacity 16 

 Demand (match equivalent sessions)  

Overplay  Current 
total  

Latent/ 
displaced 
demand  

Future 
demand  

Total  

Bolsover - - - - - - 

Clowne - - - - 0.5 0.5 

Shirebrook - - - 1.5 - 1.5 

South Normanton 2 - 2 - 0.5 1.5 

Bolsover  2 - 2 1.5 1 0.5 
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This spare capacity suggested, particularly for adult pitches; however, does not actually 
represent an oversupply. All adult pitches with in Bolsover are needed as they are 
geographically distributed throughout the analysis area and thus absorb demand in the rural 
areas. Instead, this spare capacity could assist in the potential growth of the sport.  
 

 

Football ï grass pitch summary  

3 The audit identifies a total of 80 football pitches across 47 sites in Bolsover.  Of these, 68 are 
available, at some level, for community use. 

3 In addition, there are three sites identified as containing disused/ lapsed pitches.  

3 Of the pitches available for community use, five are assessed as good quality, 57 as standard 
quality and four are deemed to be poor quality.  

3 Changing facilities vary generally in condition with 41% reported as standard quality, 35% poor 
quality and 24% good quality.  

3 Tibshelf Community FC reports security of tenure issues at Tibshelf Community School Playing 
Fields. 

3 A total of 75 teams were recognised as playing within Bolsover. This consists of 37 adults, 25 
youth and three mini soccer teams. 

3 There are four clubs which have teams which play in the football pyramid. (Shirebrook Town 
FC, South Normanton Athletic, Pinxton FC and FC Bolsover) 

3 Although 18% of clubs have reported an increase in mini teams, 18% have reported a 
decrease in adult teams.  

3 There is latent demand equating to the need of one adult and 1.5 mini match session 
equivalents.  

3 Six clubs have teams which are displaced, with many of those playing in central venues 
located in Chesterfield and Matlock.  

3 Team generation rates (2033) predict a growth of three youth boysô teams.  

3 Future demand expressed by clubs equates to one adult, one youth and one mini match 
equivalent sessions.  

3 There is a total of 27.5 match equivalent sessions of actual spare capacity across Bolsover 
with the most expressed on adult pitches. 

3 There are two pitches overplayed across two sites by a total of 4.5 match equivalent sessions. 

3 There is current spare capacity on all types of pitches within Bolsover, expect youth 11v11, 
with the largest amount being on adult pitches, which have 14 match equivalent sessions 
existing 

3 Spare capacity suggested, particularly for adult pitches; however, does not actually represent 
an oversupply.  
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PART 3: THIRD GENERATION TURF (3G) 
 
3.1 Introduction  
 
Competitive football can take place on 3G surfaces that have been FA or FIFA certified and a 
growing number of 3G pitches are now used for competitive match play at mini soccer and 
youth level. The preferred surface is medium pile 3G (55-60mm). Only competition up to (but 
not including) regional standard can take place on short pile 3G (40mm).   
 
World Rugby produced the óPerformance Specification for artificial grass pitches for rugbyô, 
more commonly known as óRegulation 22ô that provides the necessary technical detail to 
produce pitch systems that are appropriate for rugby union. The artificial surface standards 
identified in Regulation 22 allows matches to be played on surfaces that meet the standard, 
meaning full contact activity, including tackling, rucking, mauling and lineouts can take place. 
For rugby league, the equivalent is known as RFL Community Standard.  
 
Table 3.1: 3G type and sport suitability   
 

Surface  Category  Comments  

Rubber crumb Long pile 3G (60mm with shock pad) Rugby (if compliant to World Rugby 
regulation 22 and/or RFL Community 
Standard) and football surface 

Rubber crumb Medium pile 3G (55-60mm) Preferred football surface 

Rubber crumb Short pile 3G (40mm) Acceptable surface for some 
competitive football and can be used 
for hockey training 

 
3.2 Current provision  

A full size, floodlit 3G pitch is considered by the FA to measure at least 100x64 metres (106x70 
metres including run offs). There is one 3G pitch in Bolsover that complies with this 
specification. 
 
Table 3.2: Full size 3G pitches in Bolsover 
 

Site 
ID 

Site name  Analysis 
area 

Pitch 
type  

Size 
(metres)  

Year 
provided/ 

resurfaced  

Quality  FA 
Registered?  

41 Shirebrook 
Academy 

Shirebrook Medium 
pile 

100 x 60 2013 Good Yes - FA 

 
In addition, there is a smaller size 3G pitch located at Tibshelf Community School (closed). 
These pitches are generally not suitable for match play and are not FA tested but can be used 
to accommodate training demand, small-sided commercial leagues and social use. 
 
Table 3.3: Additional supply of 3G pitches 
 

Site 
ID 

Site  Analysis 
Area  

Pitch type  Size 
(metres)  

Quality  Floodlit  

63 Tibshelf 
Community 
School (closed) 

South 
Normanton 

Medium pile  40 x 32 Poor Yes 
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Figure 3.1 shows the location of all 3G AGPs within Bolsover, regardless of size.  
 
Figure 3.1: Location of 3G AGPs in Bolsover 

 
Management  
 
The only full sized 3G pitch within Bolsover is located at an educational institution (Shirebrook 
Academy). This pitch is managed by an external lettings company, Facilities for All. 
 
Availability  
 
The availability of the pitch throughout the week, as it is located at an educational site is 
reserved for school use Monday-Friday from 09:00 till 18:30, with community use available 
in the evening.  
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Quality  
 
The carpet of an AGP usually lasts for approximately ten years and it is recommended that 
a sinking fund is put into place to enable long term sustainability, ongoing repairs and future 
refurbishment beyond this time period.  
 
As the surface of the 3G pitch at Shirebrook Academy is only three years old, it falls well 
below the ten year recommendation. Further to this, no major quality issues were discovered 
during the non-technical assessment. The pitch received a good quality rating and currently 
has a sinking fund in place to replace the carpet in the future. 
 
In contrast, the half sized 3G pitch at Tibshelf Community School (closed) is disused due to 
its poor condition. This pitch is to be brought back into use, however, due to complications 
regarding management it is unknown how this is to be funded. 
 
3.3 Demand  
 
Shirebrook Academy 3G pitch currently serves the whole of Bolsover and is reported as 
operating at or close to capacity during peak midweek times, especially in the winter for 
football training.  
 
Football  
 
The FA considers high quality 3G pitches as an essential tool in promoting coach and player 
development. The pitches can support intensive use and as such are great assets for football 
use. Primarily, such facilities have been installed for social use and training, however, they 
are increasingly used for competition, which The FA wholly supports. 
 
Training demand scenario 
 
Getting access to good quality, affordable training facilities is a problem for many clubs 
throughout the country. In the winter months, midweek training is only possible at floodlit 
facilities.  
 
Of clubs responding to consultation, half report that they require additional training facilities, 
of which, 75% specifically mentioned demand for 3G pitches. This is a relatively significant 
amount of unmet demand. Many clubs, such as Carr Vale FC and Tibshelf FC, currently 
access sand-based pitches,(The Bolsover School and Tibshelf Community School) whilst 
others do access 3G pitches but do so at undesirable times.  
 
The FAôs long term ambition is to provide every affiliated team in England the opportunity to 
train once per week on a floodlit 3G surface, together with priority access for every Charter 
Standard Community Club through a partnership agreement. In order to calculate the number 
of football teams a 3G pitch can service for training, peak time access is considered to be 
from 18:00 until 22:00 Tuesday-Thursday resulting in an overall peak period of 12 hours per 
week. Mondays and Fridays are not included within this calculation as it is considered that 
most teams do not want to train in such close proximity to a weekend match.  
 
Full size 3G pitches are divided into thirds or into quarters for training purposes meaning they 
can accommodate either three or four teams per hour and either 36 or 48 teams per week 
(during the peak training period). Based on an average of these numbers it is therefore 
estimated that 42 teams can be accommodated on one full size 3G pitch for training.  
There are 75 football teams currently playing in Bolsover meaning there is demand for 1.8 
full size 3G pitches. In practice, there is a definite need for one pitch (which there is) within 
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Bolsover; however, the excess demand beyond this single pitch (0.8 full size 3G pitches) 
could potentially be accommodated for on either a second full size 3G pitch or an increase in 
provision of smaller sized pitches.   
 
When considering future demand (based on population increases and future demand 
expressed by clubs), there is a demand for two full size pitches (rounded down from 2.06), 
which means a current shortfall of one pitch.  
 
Alternatively, the table below considers the number of full size 3G pitches required if every 
team was to remain training within the respective analysis area that they play in.  
 
Table 3.4: Current demand for 3G pitches in Bolsover (42 teams per pitch) 
 

Analysis area  Current number 
of teams  

3G 
requirement  

Current number 
of 3G pitches  

Potential 
shortfall  

Bolsover 14 - - - 

Clowne 17 - - - 

Shirebrook 24 - 1 - 

South Normanton 20 - - - 

 
As no one area has 42 teams it is not necessarily clear where provision is best located to 
service demand, however, most teams are located in Shirebrook (24) which is where current 
provision is located. Due to the rurality of the Area it is unlikely that clubs based in the north 
and south of Bolsover (Clowne and South Normanton) would find existing provision in 
Shirebrook truly accessible. Therefore, if new provision were to be considered, it would be 
best located in these areas. 
 
Furthermore, the only 3G pitch is located at an educational site (Shirebrook Academy) 
meaning it has limited community access as is reserved for school use throughout the week. 
The School is also partnered with charter standard club Shirebrook Rangers which has 
primary access to the 3G pitch outside of school use. 
 
Competitive demand 
 
Improving pitch quality is one way to increase the capacity at sites but given the cost of doing 
such work and the continued maintenance required (and associated costs) alternatives need 
to be considered that can offer a more sustainable model for the future of football. The 
alternative to grass pitches is the use of 3G pitches for competitive matches.  
 
In order for competitive matches to be played on 3G pitches, the pitch should be FA tested 
and approved and added to the FA pitch register, which can be found at: http://3g.thefa.me.uk/.  
 

Pitches can also undergo FIFA testing to become a FIFA Quality pitch (previously FIFA One 
Star) or a FIFA Quality Pro pitch (previously FIFA Two Star), with pitches commonly 
constructed, installed and tested in situ to achieve either accreditation. This comes after FIFA 
announced changes to 3G performance in October 2015 following consultation with member 
associations and licenced laboratories. The changes are part of FIFAôs continued ambition to 
drive up performance standard in the industry and the implications are that all 3G pitches built 
through the FA framework will be constructed to meet the new performance criteria.   
The changes from FIFA One Star to FIFA Quality will have minimal impact on the current 
hours of use guidelines, which suggests that One Star pitches place more emphasis on the 
productôs ability to sustain acceptable performance and can typically be used for 60-85 hours 
per week with a lifespan of 20,000 cycles. In contrast, pitches built to FIFA Quality Pro 

http://3g.thefa.me.uk/
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performance standards are unlikely to provide the hours of use that some FIFA Two Star 
products have guaranteed in the past (previously 30-40 hours per week with a lifespan of 
5,000 cycles). Typically, a FIFA Quality Pro pitch will be able to accommodate only 20-30 
hours per week with appropriate maintenance due to strict performance measurements; 
however, in recent years, manufacturers have developed products capable of sustaining 50-
60 hours per week, thereby offering a viable business model for many providers.  
 
Clubs playing in the football pyramid on 3G pitches meeting FIFA One Star or Two Star 
guidelines will still be expected to certify their pitches annually, however, if any pitch 
replacement takes place the Club will need to meet the new FIFA performance criteria of FIFA 
Quality/Quality Pro.  
 
To stay on the FA register, pitches below the national league pyramid require FA testing 
every three years. Within Bolsover there are five teams which play in the pyramid structure, 
none of which have access to a FIFA certified 3G pitch. It is recommended that future 
provision to be increased to allow clubs to access for training and competitive match play. 
 
A scenario for accommodating match play on 3G pitches taking account of Bolsover demand 
will be run as part of the Strategy to follow. 
 
Rugby  
 
There is no World Rugby compliant 3G pitch in Bolsover. However, the only rugby union club 
in Bolsover, Creswell Crusaders RFC, reports no demand to access a World Rugby compliant 
3G for training purposes or competitive play.  
 
The RFU investment strategy into 3G pitches considers sites where grass rugby pitches are 
played over capacity and where a 3G pitch would support the growth of the game at the host 
site and for the local rugby partnership, including local clubs and education sites. Due to its 
size (in terms of participation), Bolsover is not considered a target area for 3G pitch investment 
by the RFU. 
 
3.4 Supply and demand analysis  
 
There is limited spare capacity on the current 3G pitch when football teams require access for 
training purposes, leading to half of clubs reporting a need for increased provision. Further to 
this, the FA model suggests that to meet current and future training demand alone, there is 
potential for a second full size community available 3G pitch within Bolsover (or two smaller 
sized pitches).  If new provision were to be considered, it would be best located in Clowne or 
South Normanton areas.  
 
It is also worthy of note that existing sand based AGPs (although not ideal) are being used by 
football teams to accommodate some demand and with a potential increase in 3G pitch 
provision is the need to consider the future sustainability, of existing AGP provision if existing 
football usage was removed, particularly at Tibshelf Community School AGP where there is 
no community club hockey demand. Indeed there are no hockey clubs currently playing in 
Bolsover. 
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3G summary  

3 There is one full size 3G pitch within Bolsover, which is available to the community and is 
floodlit. It is located at Shirebrook Academy and is FA approved. The partner club having 
priority for use is Shirebrook Rangers. 

3 There is also a smaller size 3G pitch located at Tibshelf Community School (closed), however, 
this is of poor quality and as such disused. 

3 Shirebrook Academy pitch is within its estimated lifespan and is of good quality. Further to this, 
it is operating at or close to its full capacity. 

3 In order to satisfy current and future football training demand, there is a need for one full size 
3G pitch or two smaller sized pitches. 

3 If a pitch were to be built it would be best located to service Clowne or South Normanton. 
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PART 4: CRICKET   
 
4.1: Introduction  
 
Derbyshire Cricket Board (DCB) is the main governing and representative body for cricket 
within Derbyshire County, under which Bolsover falls. Derbyshire Cricket Board works closely 
with the England and Wales Cricket Board (ECB) and has four core roles and responsibilities: 
strategic planning, programme management, performance management, and effective 
governance. DCB is responsible for participation, club accreditation, club members, coaching 
roles, volunteer roles and player development. 
 
The DCB is currently working with the ECB on delivering its new five year plan Cricket 
Unleashed. Its success will be measured by the number of people who support, play and 
follow the whole game, and is based upon five key areas (More play, great teams, inspired 
fans, good governance and social responsibility and strong finance and operations). 
 
Consultation  
 
There are eight clubs identified as playing within Bolsover. All were sent an online survey, 
seven of which completed the survey, resulting in response rate of 88%. Results are used to 
inform key issues within this section of the report. The clubs which responded to the survey 
are as follows: 
 
3 Blackwell Miners Welfare Cricket 
3 Clowne Town Cricket Club 
3 Glapwell Colliery Cricket Club 
3 Langwith Cricket Club 

 

3 Shirebrook Cricket Club  
3 South Normanton Cricket Club 
3 Whitwell Cricket Club 
 

 

One club, Creswell Cricket Club, did not to respond to the survey. Information in this report 
relating to the Club has been gathered from online research and consultation with Derbyshire 
Cricket Board.  
 
4.2: Supply  
 
Quantity  
 
In total, there are 10 grass cricket squares in Bolsover located on 10 separate sites. All 
squares are available for community use, apart from one located in South Normanton Analysis 
Area at Hardwick Hall. This site is not available for community use and no cricket is played on 
the square. 
 
Table 4.1: Summary of grass squares 
 

Analysis area  Number of squares  

Bolsover 2 

Clowne 3 

Shirebrook 2 

South Normanton 3 

Bolsover  10 
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Most provision is found in the Clowne and South Normanton analysis areas with three 
cricket squares each, all of which, are available for community use.  
 
Non-turf pitches (NTPs)  
 
There are six NTPs located across Bolsover: 
 
3 Broadmeadows Recreation Ground (Common Meadows). 
3 Clowne Town Cricket Club 
3 Creswell Miners Recreation Ground 
3 Whaley Thorns Cricket Ground 
3 Whitwell Cricket Ground 
3 Barlborough Hall School 
 
It should be stated that general quality of NTPs in Bolsover is reasonably poor. 
 
All sites have community use and can be used for junior cricket. The ECB highlights that, 
by agreement, NTPs which follow its TS6 guidance on performance standards are suitable 
for high level, senior play. Additionally, non-turf pitches not only aid with training (with the 
aid of mobile nets) but they are also frequently used for junior matches, which in turn can 
help reduce excessive use of grass pitches.  
 
It should be noted that there is a NTP also located at the Model Village Sports Ground, 
however, reports from the Council state its future is unknown and may be removed in the 
near future. 
 
The map overleaf identifies the location of cricket squares within Bolsover. It includes 
Barlborough Hall School which is solely a non-turf wicket and no actual cricket square.  
 
Table 4.2: Key to map of cricket squares 
 

Site ID Site name  Analysis area  No. of 
squares  

10 Castle Leisure Park Bolsover 1 

56 Whaley Thorns Cricket Ground Bolsover 1 

2 Barlborough Hall School  Clowne 1 

14 Clowne Town Cricket Club Clowne 1 

17 Creswell Miners Recreation Ground Clowne 1 

57 Whitwell Cricket Club Clowne 1 

22 Glapwell Colliery Cricket Club Shirebrook 1 

32 Model Village Sports Ground Shirebrook 1 

3 Blackwell Miners Welfare Sports Ground South Normanton 1 

7 Broadmeadows Recreation Ground (Common 
Meadows). 

South Normanton 1 

59 Hardwick Hall South Normanton 1 

 



BOLSOVER DISTRICT COUNCIL  
PLAYING PITCH ASSESSMENT REPORT 

 

January 2017                       Assessment Report: Knight Kavanagh & Page                      46 

Figure 4.1: Location of cricket squares in Bolsover 

 
Security of tenure  
 
All cricket sites in Bolsover are currently considered to be secured i.e. squares will continue 
to be provided over the next three years. In addition security of tenure is generally not an 
issue for clubs, except for Shirebrook Cricket Club. The Club is currently under lease 
negotiations with the Council for a formalised 25 year lease of the cricket pitch at Model 
Village Sports Ground. 
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The only club to own their home facilities, Clowne Town Cricket Club, also hires Castle 
Leisure Park from the Council. The majority of clubs (56%) lease facilities from the District 
Council or a parish council. 
 
Table 4.3: Tenure of cricket clubs 
 

PPS 
Site 
ID 

Site name  Analysis 
area 

Club based at site  Tenure  

3 Blackwell Miners 
Welfare Sports 
Ground 

South 
Normanton 

Blackwell Miners 
Welfare Cricket 
Club 

Leased indefinatly from 
Blackwell Miners Welfare. 

7 Broadmeadows 
Recreation Ground 
(Common 
Meadows). 

South 
Normanton 

South Normanton 
Cricket Club 

Leased from Bolsover DC. 

10 Castle Leisure 
Park 

Bolsover Clowne Town 
Cricket Club (3rd 
Team) 

Rented from Bolsover DC. 

14 Clowne Town 
Cricket Club 

Clowne Clowne Town 
Cricket Club 

Owned by the Club. 

17 Creswell Miners 
Recreation Ground 

Clowne Creswell Cricket 
Club 

Leased from Elmton with 
Creswell Parish Council. 

22 Glapwell Colliery 
Cricket Club 

Shirebrook Glapwell Colliery 
Cricket Club 

Leased from Glapwell Parish 
Council. Rolling 10 year 
contract. 

32 Model Village 
Sports Ground 

Shirebrook Shirebrook Cricket 
Club 

Currently formalising lease 
agreement with Bolsover 
DC. 

56 Whaley Thorns 
Cricket Ground 

Bolsover Langwith Cricket 
Club 

Leased from Langwith 
Parish Council. Recently 
finalised 25 year rolling 
contract. 

57 Whitwell Cricket 
Club 

Clowne Whitwell Cricket 
Club 

80 year lease from private 
landlord. 

 
Quality  
 
As part of the PPS guidance there are three levels recommended to assess quality; good, 
standard and poor. The audit of cricket squares in Bolsover found that all squares to be of 
a standard quality. Please see Appendix 3 for the full non technical site assessment criteria. 
 
Table 4.4: Quality of all squares 
 

Good  Standard  Poor  

0 10 0 

 
The quality score from the non-technical assessment for each individual site is show 
overleaf. 
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Table 4.5: Individual site quality scores 
 

Site 
ID 

Site  Club using site  Non-technical 
assessment 
quality score  

3 Blackwell Miners Welfare Sports 
Ground 

Blackwell Miners Welfare Cricket 
Club 

Standard 

7 Broadmeadows Recreation Ground 
(Common Meadows). 

South Normanton Cricket Club Standard 

10 Castle Leisure Park Clowne Town Cricket Club (3rd 
Team) 

Standard 

14 Clowne Town Cricket Club Clowne Town Cricket Club Standard 

17 Creswell Miners Recreation Ground Creswell Cricket Club Standard 

22 Glapwell Colliery Cricket Club Glapwell Colliery Cricket Club Standard 

32 Model Village Sports Ground Shirebrook Cricket Club Standard 

56 Whaley Thorns Cricket Ground Langwith Cricket Club Standard 

57 Whitwell Cricket Club Whitwell Cricket Club Standard 

59 Hardwick Hall - Standard 

 
In support of the square assessment findings, all of clubs responding to the electronic 
survey report their square to be standard quality. Furthermore, all clubs maintain and 
manage each cricket square and report a slight improvement in condition since last season 
with the exception of Castle Leisure Park, which is maintained by the Council. 
 
It should also be noted that clubs in Bolsover have access to the Derbyshire Groundsmanôs 
Association (DGA) through the DCB. The DGA allows clubs to obtain, at reduced cost, pitch 
care and maintenance products and free advice and guidance from ECB pitch advisors to 
assist with any issues.  
 
Maintaining high square quality is the most important aspect of cricket; if the wicket is poor, 
it can affect the quality of the game and can, in some instances, become dangerous. To 
obtain a full technical assessment of wicket and squares, the ECB recommends a 
Performance Quality Standard (PQS) assessment. The PQS looks at a cricket square to 
ascertain whether the square meets the Performance Quality Standards which are 
benchmarked by the Institute of Groundsmanship. The report identifies surface issues and 
suggests options for remediation together with likely costs. For further guidance on this, 
please contact the ECB. There are currently no squares in Bolsover that have undergone 
a PQS assessment. 
 
Ancillary facilities  
 
All clubs surveyed in Bolsover have access to either a pavilion or clubhouse at their home 
ground. The conditions of which varies, with 43% being poor, 14% acceptable and the 
remaining 43% rated as good. Although the condition of the facilities varies, all clubs, apart 
from Blackwell Miners Welfare Cricket Club, have suffered from vandalism within the last 
year including graffiti and damage to both the cricket squares and buildings. 
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Table 4.6: Summary of ancillary provision quality by club 
 

Good  Acceptable  Poor  

South Normanton Cricket Club 

Whitwell Cricket Club 

Clowne Town Cricket Club 

Langwith Cricket Club Glapwell Colliery Cricket Club 

Shirebrook Cricket Club 

Blackwell Miners Welfare 
Cricket Club 

 
Training facilities  
 
Access to cricket nets is important, particularly for pre-season/winter training. In Bolsover, 
a large majority of clubs (86%) report a demand for additional training facilities. Four clubs 
report a need for the improvement of, or creation of new artificial training areas and nets to 
help accommodate demand when the square is at capacity on scheduled training nights. 
 
Table 4.7 Expressed demand for cricket training facilities 
 

Site  Demand Expressed  

Broadmeadows Recreation 
Ground (Common Meadows). 

No demand expressed 

Glapwell Colliery Cricket Club Mobile net cage and replacement surface for practice nets 

Model Village Sports Ground Non ï turf wicket and practice nets 

Whaley Thorns Cricket Ground Mobile net cage and more indoor training facilities 

Whitwell Cricket Club Practice nets/ artificial wicket and non-turf wicket on main 
square 

Clowne Town Cricket Club Non ï turf practice nets needs resurfacing 

 
The following sites currently have practice nets: 
 
3 Glapwell Colliery Cricket Club (Glapwell Collier Cricket Club) 
3 Whitwell Cricket Club (Whitwell Cricket Club) 
3 Model Village Sports Ground (Shirebrook Cricket Club) 
3 Blackwell Miners Welfare Sports Ground (Blackwell Miners Welfare Cricket Club) 
3 Clowne Town Cricket Club (Clowne Town Cricket Club) 
 
Access to indoor nets during the winter is also reported as a problem by clubs. Anecdotal 
evidence suggests that some clubs are priced out of using facilities, whilst others cannot 
get access at desirable times as the majority of sports halls are dominated by football and 
badminton use. 
 
4.3: Demand  
 
There are eight clubs identified as playing within Bolsover. In total they provide 18 senior 
teams making up 75% of the cricket teams in Bolsover and seven junior teams, making up 
the remaining 25% of teams in the area. 
 
Cricket clubs in Bolsover vary in size. For example, Clowne Town CC is the largest club in 
Bolsover with eight teams, four senior and four junior. Whereas two clubs (Creswell CC 
and Blackwell Minors Welfare CC) field one senior team with no junior section. 
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The table below shows that there is senior cricket played in each analysis area. There is 
no womenôs senior cricket teams throughout Bolsover, however, Whitwell CC is developing 
a senior ladies team. The Club also has two mixed junior teams (U13 and U11) that play 
solely on the artificial pitch in the Bassetlaw and District Junior Cricket League and 
therefore not be included in the demand analysis. 
 
Table 4.8: Summary of teams by analysis area 
 

Analysis area  No. of competitive teams  

Senior men  Senior women  Junior  

Bolsover 3 0 0 

Clowne 5 0 6 

Shirebrook 7 0 1 

South Normanton 3 0 0 

Bolsover  18 0  7  

 
Club consultation indicates that the number of senior menôs cricket teams in Bolsover has 
fluctuated within the last three years. Both Langwith Cricket Club and Shirebrook Cricket 
Club indicate a rise in senior menôs cricket, whereas, Glapwell Colliery Cricket Club reports 
a decline and Whitwell Cricket Club participation levels remained the same. 
 
Junior cricket within the area is seen to follow a similar trend to senior male cricket teams, 
in the last three years. Both Shirebrook Cricket Club and Glapwell Cricket Club reports an 
increase in juniors within their clubs, with Whitwell Cricket Club reporting a decrease and 
Langwith Cricket Club remaining stagnant. 
 
Womenôs and girlsô cricket 
 
Womenôs and girlsô cricket is a national priority for the ECB and there is a target to establish 
more female teams in every local authority over the next five years. 8-10% of the Whole 
Sport Plan funding is focused around women and girls and talent identification. 
 
Whitwell Cricket Club is the only club currently with any form of womenôs section within 
Bolsover. It has recently managed to develop a ladies team and is continuously aiming to 
increase female participation. 
 
Last Man Stands  
 
Last Man Stands (LMS) was founded in 2005, in London. The social outdoor eight-a-side 
T20 cricket game is played midweek, lasts approximately two hours and is generally played 
on NTPs. This shorter format of the game has encouraged more people to participate in 
the sport and affiliates to the ECB, operating nationwide on a franchise basis. 
 
At present there is no LMS league servicing Bolsover as it is not currently considered as a 
target area by either the ECB or DCB. This may in part be due to existing midweek leagues 
which are already established and cater for short format cricket, such as the Chesterfield 
and District Midweek League and Derbyshire NatWest T20. 
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Unmet  and l atent demand  
 
None of the clubs report current unmet or latent demand for squares, that is, no clubs report 
that teams were unable to play due to a lack of squares. 
 
Displaced demand  
 
The only displaced demand within Bolsover is in regards to indoor training facilities. 
Langwith Cricket Club, through consultation, reports a lack of available indoor training 
venue to use during the winter. The Club currently travels outside the analysis area to South 
Yorkshire and Rotherham. 
 
Future demand  
 
Future demand can be defined in two ways, through participation increases and using 
population forecasts. Team generation rates are used below as the basis for calculating 
the number of teams likely to be generated in the future (2033 in line with the Local plan 
timeframe) based on population. 
 
Table 4.9: Team generation rates based on population 
 

Age group  Current 
population 
within age 

group  

Current 
no. of 
teams  

Team 
Generatio

n Rate 

Future 
population 
within age 

group  

(2033) 

Predicted 
future 

number 
of teams  

Additional 
teams that 

may be 
generated 
from the 

increased 
population  

Senior Menôs (18-55) 19,040 18 1:1,058 18,342 17.3 0 

Senior Womenôs (18-
55) 

19,012 0 0 18,019 0.0 0.0 

Junior Boys (7-17) 4,792 7 1:685 5,217 7.6 0.6 

Junior Girls (7-17) 4,676 0 0 4,961 0.0 0.0 

 
Although there is no predicated growth in teams based on increases in populations, three 
clubs stated that they wish to increase the number of teams as outlined below. 
 
Table 4.10: Club growth aspirations 
 

Club  Analysis area  No. of competitive teams  

Senior men  Senior 
women  

Junior  

Glapwell Colliery Cricket Club Shirebrook 1 - 1 

Langwith Cricket Club Bolsover 1 1 2 

Shirebrook Cricket Club Shirebrook 1 - 2 

Clowne Town Cricket Club Clowne - - 2 

TOTAL 3 1 7 

 
There are clubs within three analysis areas that wish to grow. Langwith Cricket Club is the 
most ambitious stating they want to increase by one menôs, one womenôs team and two 
junior teams. Shirebrook Cricket Club also aims to create one senior and two junior teams. 
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It must be noted, however, that these plans are aspirations that the clubs have and, given 
that participation in cricket is declining nationally, such a large increase is unlikely to be 
fully realised. 
 
Peak time demand  
 
An analysis of match play identifies that peak time demand for cricket in Bolsover is Sunday 
(31%) and Saturday (38%), with 18 teams playing in this time period. The majority of all 
Sunday cricket (78%) is played in the Mansfield and District Cricket League. This is 
compared to eight teams who play Midweek, however, it should be taken into account that 
midweek cricket has the potential to be spread across five days. 
 
Junior cricket is either played midweek or on a Sunday morning. This is split equally with 
three teams playing in the Bassetlaw and District Junior League and three playing in the 
North Derbyshire Youth Cricket League. 
 
4.4: Capacity analysis  
 
Capacity analysis for cricket is measured on a seasonal rather than weekly basis. This is 
due to playability (i.e., only one match is generally played per square per day at weekends 
or weekday evening). Pitches are rotated throughout the season to reduce wear and allow 
repair. Therefore, it is more accurate to assess capacity seasonally rather than weekly. 
 
The capacity of a square to accommodate matches is driven by the number and quality of 
pitches. This section presents the current square stock available for cricket in Bolsover. It 
illustrates the: 
 
3 Number of grass and artificial cricket pitches per square 
3 Number of competitive matches per season per square  
 
To help calculate square capacity, the ECB suggests that a good quality wicket should be 
able to take:  
 
3 5 matches per season per grass wicket (adults). 
3 60 matches per season per synthetic wicket (adults). 
 
This information is used to allocate capacity ratings as follows: 
 

Potential capacity  Play is below the level the site could sustain 

At capacity  Play matches the level the site can sustain 

Overused  Play exceeds the level the site can sustain 
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Table 4.11: Cricket square capacity for grass squares in community use 
 

PPS 
Site 
ID 

Site name  Clubs playing at the 
site  

Analysis 
area 

No. of 
squares  

No. of 
pitches  

Quality  Actual play  
(sessions 

per season)  

Capacity  
(sessions per 

season)  

Capacity 
rating 

(sessions 
per 

season)  

3 Blackwell Miners 
Welfare Sports Ground 

Blackwell Miners 
Welfare Cricket Club 

South 
Normanton 

1 4 Standard 9 20 11 

7 Broadmeadows 
Recreation Ground 
(Common Meadows). 

South Normanton 
Cricket Club 

South 
Normanton 

1 9 Standard 20 45 25 

10 Castle Leisure Park Clowne Town Cricket 
Club (3rd Team) 

Bolsover 1 10 Standard 12 50 38 

14 Clowne Town Cricket 
Club 

Clowne Town Cricket 
Club 

Clowne 1 10 Standard 52 50 -2 

17 Creswell Miners 
Recreation Ground 

Creswell Cricket Club Clowne 1 8 Standard 9 40 31 

22 Glapwell Colliery 
Cricket Club 

Glapwell Colliery 
Cricket Club 

Shirebrook 1 11 Standard 34 55 21 

32 Model Village Sports 
Ground 

Shirebrook Cricket 
Club 

Shirebrook 1 10 Standard 41 50 9 

56 Whaley Thorns Cricket 
Ground 

Langwith Cricket Club Bolsover 1 8 Standard 21 40 19 

57 Whitwell Cricket Club Whitwell Cricket Club Clowne 1 9 Standard 40 45 5 
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4.5: Supply and demand analysis  
 
Spare capacity  
 
The next step is to ascertain whether or not any identified ópotential capacityô can be deemed 
óspare capacityô. There may be situations where, although a site is highlighted as potentially 
able to accommodate some additional play, this should not be recorded as spare capacity 
against the site. For example, a site may be managed to regularly operate slightly below full 
capacity to ensure that it can cater for a number of regular training sessions, or to protect the 
quality of the site. 
 
Both Saturday and Sunday capacity has been analysed. Saturday and Sunday cricket, is all 
played on one day, and subsequently, has potential to be seen as the true peak demand time 
for cricket in Bolsover. Although midweek cricket accounts for 33% of all play within Bolsover 
it has not been analysed for actual spare capacity as match play is spread across five days. 
 
Table 4.12: Actual spare capacity Sunday 
 

Site 
ID 

Site name  Analysis 
area 

No. of 
squares  

Spare 
capacity 

(sessions 
per 

season)  

Pitches 
available 
in peak 
period 

(Sunday ) 

Comments  

3 Blackwell 
Miners Welfare 
Sports Ground 

South 
Normanton 

1 11 0.5 Capacity for one more 
Sunday team. 

7 Broadmeadows 
Recreation 
Ground 
(Common 
Meadows). 

South 
Normanton 

1 25 0.5 Capacity for one more 
Sunday team. 

10 Castle Leisure 
Park 

Bolsover 1 38 1 Capacity for two more 
Sunday teams. 

17 Creswell Miners 
Recreation 
Ground 

Clowne 1 31 0.5 Capacity for one more 
Sunday team. 

22 Glapwell 
Colliery Cricket 
Club 

Shirebrook 1 21 1 Capacity for two more 
Sunday teams. 

56 Whaley Thorns 
Cricket Ground 

Bolsover 1 19 0.5 Capacity for one more 
Sunday team 

57 Whitwell Cricket 
Club 

Clowne 1 29 1 Capacity for two more 
Sunday teams. 

 
There are seven sites that show potential spare capacity during peak time for cricket, with all 
having actual spare capacity. Whitwell Cricket Club, Glapwell Colliery Cricket Club and Castle 
Leisure Park can accommodate two more Sunday teams with the remaining four sites being 
able to host a further one Sunday team. 
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Saturday  
 
Table 4.13: Actual spare capacity Saturday 
 

Site 
ID 

Site name  Analysis 
area 

No. of 
squares  

Spare 
capacity 

(sessions 
per season)  

Pitches 
available in 
peak period 
(Saturday)  

Comments  

3 Blackwell Miners 
Welfare Sports 
Ground 

South 
Normanton 

1 11 1 Capacity for two 
more Saturday 
teams. 

7 Broadmeadows 
Recreation 
Ground 
(Common 
Meadows). 

South 
Normanton 

1 25 0.5 Capacity for one 
more Saturday 
team. 

10 Castle Leisure 
Park 

Bolsover 1 38 0.5 Capacity for one 
more Saturday 
team. 

17 Creswell Miners 
Recreation 
Ground 

Clowne 1 31 1 Capacity for two 
more Saturday 
teams. 

32 Model Village 
Sports Ground 

Shirebrook 1 9 0.5 Capacity for one 
more Saturday 
team. 

56 Whaley Thorns 
Cricket Ground 

Bolsover 1 19 0.5 Capacity for one 
more Saturday 
team. 

 
There are six sites that show potential spare capacity during peak time for senior cricket. Six 
of which do have spare capacity to accommodate more teams on a Saturday. 
 
Overplay  
 
Overplay occurs when more play is accommodated at a site than it is able to sustain. In 
Bolsover, there is overplay recorded at one site; Clowne Cricket Club.  
 
Table 4.14: Overplay summary 
 

Site 
ID 

Site name  Analysis 
area 

Quality 
rating  

Capacity 
rating  

Comments  

14 Clowne Town Cricket 
Club 

Clowne Standard 2 Minimum amount of 
overplay. 

 
The site is the minimally overplayed due to the amount of teams at Clowne Cricket Club, as 
40% of all teams that operate in Bolsover, four senior and four junior, playing for the club. It 
should be noted that a percentage of usage at the site comes from junior cricket. In general, 
junior cricket will not have as much of an adverse effect on quality as senior cricket due to the 
shorter format of matches. 
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All overplay located in the Clowne Analysis Area. It is likely that overplay expressed at Clowne 
Cricket Club (two match sessions per season) could be accommodated through improvements 
to square quality and the movement of junior play to an artificial wicket. 
 
4.6: Conclusions  
 
Consideration must be given to the extent in which current provision can accommodate current 
and future demand. The table below looks at available combined spare capacity of Saturday 
and Sunday considered against overplay and the future demand. 
 
It is assumed that a senior menôs team will play estimated ten matches a season, a senior 
ladies team eight and a junior team six. Therefore, the future ambition of potential club growth 
is accounted for (three senior teams, one senior ladies team and five junior teams). 
 
Table 4.15: Overall cricket capacity 

 
Analysis suggests there will be a future overall spare capacity of 97 match equivalent sessions 
in Bolsover. However, in Shirebrook Analysis Area there is a small shortfall of 12 equivalent 
sessions in the future. It must be noted, however, that these plans are aspirations that the 
clubs have and, given that participation in cricket is declining nationally, such increases are 
unlikely to be fully realised. 
 
The spare capacity that is suggested, however, does not actually represent an oversupply of 
cricket provision. All cricket squares with in Bolsover are needed as they are geographical 
distributed throughout the analysis area and thus absorb demand in the rural based 
demographics. Instead, this spare capacity could assist in the potential growth of the sport.  
 
 

Analysis area  Combined 
Saturday and 
Sunday a ctual  
spare capacity 

(match 
equivalents)  

Demand (match equivalents)  

Overplay  Current total  Future club 
growth 
demand  

Total  

Bolsover 57 0 57 30 27 

Clowne 60 2 58 12 46 

Shirebrook 31 0 26 38 -12 

South Normanton 36 0 36 0 36 

Bolsover  184 9 177 80 97 
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Cricket summary  

3 In total, there are 10 grass cricket squares in Bolsover. All squares are available for 
community use, apart from Hardwick Hall which is currently unused. Further to this, there are 
six non-turf pitches available. 

3 All squares are considered to be standard quality, indicating that on the whole the squares 
are fit for purpose but further work could be carried out to improve them. 

3 Clubs generally play at sites with secured tenure. Shirebrook Cricket Club is currently trying 
to finalise a lease agreement with the Council. 

3 Most clubs report that ancillary facilities are poor or acceptable, with all but one clubs having 
suffered from vandalism within the last year. 

3 There are eight clubs identified as playing within Bolsover. In total they provide 18 senior 
teams making up 75% of the cricket teams in Bolsover and six junior teams, making up the 
remaining 25% of teams in the area. 

3 The majority of clubs (86%) report demand for additional, or new or improved training 
provision. 

3 There are four clubs within Bolsover that report growth aspirations; Glapwell Colliery Cricket 
Club, Langwith Cricket Club, Shirebrook Cricket Club and Clowne Town Cricket Club. 

3 As there is spare capacity available on all squares at peak time, Saturday and Sunday, this 
suggests that there is an opportunity for further play on the squares. 

3 Total overplay equates to two match sessions per season solely in the Clowne Analysis Area. 
This may be alleviated by moving some of the junior play onto artificial pitches. 

3 Shirebrook Analysis Area shows a shortfall of 12 match sessions in the future. It must be 
noted, however, that these plans are aspirations that the clubs have and, given that 
participation in cricket is declining nationally, such increases are unlikely to be fully realised. 

3 Overall future spare capacity equating to 97 match sessions in Bolsover per season.  
However, this does not represent an oversupply of cricket squares as all existing squares are 
being used and it is unlikely due to the rural location of sites that clubs/teams would travel to 
utilise spare capacity elsewhere.  
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PART 5: RUGBY UNION  
 
5.1: Introduction  
 
The Rugby Football Union (RFU) is the national governing body for rugby union. It is split into 
six areas across the Country with a workforce team that covers development, coaching, 
governance and competitions. A full-time development officer is responsible for Bolsover (as 
part of the Derbyshire region) and works closely with all clubs to maximise their potential. 
This work involves developing club structures, including working towards the RFU 
accreditation (Clubmark) and the development of school-club structures.  
 
The rugby union playing season operates from September to May.  
 
Consultation  
 
There is one rugby union club in Bolsover, Creswell Crusaders RFC and face to face 
consultation was carried out with a representative from the Club. 
 
5.2: Supply  
 
Within Bolsover there are a total of three sites containing two senior and two junior rugby 
union pitches. Of these, one senior pitch is available for community use. The remaining two 
junior pitches located at Barlborough Hall School, and the senior pitch at The Bolsover School 
also available for community use; however, they are currently unused.  
 
As seen in the table below, the large majority of community available pitches are located in 
the Clowne Analysis Area.  
 
Table 5.1: Summary of grass rugby union pitches available for community use 
 

Analysis area  No. of senior pitches  No. of junior pitches  No. of mini pitches  

Bolsover 1 - - 

Clowne 1 2 - 

Shirebrook - - - 

South Normanton - - - 

Bolsover  2 2 0 

 
Figure 5.1 shows the location of all rugby union pitches within Bolsover regardless of 
community use. For a key to the map, see Table 5.6. 
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Figure 5.1: Location of rugby union pitches within Bolsover 
 

 
 
Pitch quality  
 
The methodology for assessing rugby pitch quality looks at two key elements; the maintenance 
programme and the level of drainage on each pitch. An overall quality based on both drainage 
and maintenance can then be generated.  
 
The agreed rating for each pitch type also represents actions required to improve pitch quality. 
A breakdown of actions required based on the ratings can be seen below: 
 
Table 5.2: Definition of maintenance categories 
 

Category  Definition  

M0 Action is significant improvements to maintenance programme 

M1 Action is minor improvements to maintenance programme 

M2 Action is no improvements to maintenance programme 
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Table 5.3: Definition of drainage categories 
 

Category  Definition  

D0 Action is pipe drainage system is needed on pitch  

D1 Action is pipe drainage is needed on pitch  

D2 Action is slit drainage is needed on pitch  

D3 No action is needed on pitch drainage   

 
Table 5.4: Quality ratings based on maintenance and drainage scores 
 

 Maintenance  

Poor (M0) Adequate (M1) Good (M2) 

D
ra

in
a

g
e

 

Natural Inadequate (D0) Poor Poor Standard 

Natural Adequate (D1) Poor Standard Good 

Pipe Drained (D2) Standard Standard Good 

Pipe and Slit Drained (D3) Standard Good Good 

 
The figures are based upon a pipe drained system at 5m centres that has been installed in 
the last eight years and a slit drained system at 1m centres that has been installed in the last 
five years. 
 
Of the community available pitches in Bolsover, the two senior pitches are assessed as poor 
quality and the two junior pitches are assessed as standard. The two senior pitches located at 
Bluebell Walk Recreation Ground and The Bolsover School receive minimum maintenance 
and suffer from drainage issues. The two junior pitches receive adequate amount of 
maintenance from the Barlborough Hall School and do not suffer from poor drainage. 
 
Table 5.5: Quality of pitches available for community use 
 

Senior pitches  Junior pitches  Mini pitches  

Good  Standard  Poor  Good  Standard  Poor  Good  Standard  Poor  

- - 2 - 2 - - - - 
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The table below shows the quality ratings for each of the pitches in Bolsover based on a combination of non-technical site assessment scores as well as user ratings. 
 
Table 5.6: Site quality ratings  
 

Site ID  Site name  Analysis area  Community 
use?  

Security of 
tenure  

Pitch type  Non tech 
score  

Quality rating  Floodlit?  Comments  

2 Barlborough Hall School Clowne Yes-unused Unsecure Junior M1 / D1 Standard No Two junior pitches with natural (adequate) drainage and standard 
maintenance. Available to the community, however, unused. Any 
community use would need to take into consideration the large usage 
from the school to ensure pitch quality. 

Yes-unused Junior M1 / D1 Standard 

30 Bluebell Walk Recreation Ground Clowne Yes Unsecure Senior 

 

M1 / D0 

 

Poor 

 

No 

 

A senior pitch with natural (inadequate) drainage and standard 
maintenance. Owned by Elmton with Creswell Parish Council and 
rented by Creswell Crusaders. 

48 The Bolsover School Bolsover Yes - 
Unused 

Unsecure Senior M0/ D1 Poor No A senior pitch with natural (adequate) drainage and receives basic 
levels of maintenance. Available to the community, however, unused. 
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Poor quality pitches are found at the following sites: 
 
3 Bluebell Walk Recreation Ground  
3 The Bolsover School 

 
The above are assessed as poor quality due to drainage issues (Bluebell Walk Recreation 
Ground) and basic maintenance (The Bolsover School). This is a particular issue at Bluebell 
Walk Recreation Ground where Creswell Crusaders RFC is based. The playing surface 
becomes waterlogged several times a season and therefore becomes unusable. 
 
As well as having an issue with poor drainage, the Club also reports that as the site is open 
access it has issues with dog fouling and littering affecting the condition of the playing 
surface.  
 
The two junior pitches located at The Barlborough Hall School are of standard quality and 
receive a suitable amount of maintenance. However, they are heavily used by the school 
throughout the year. The school reports that it would be willing to explore the possibility of 
increasing community usage; however, sustaining pitch quality for educational use would 
be the priority. 
 
Ancillary facilities  
 
Creswell Crusaders RFC accesses four sets of changing room facilities at its home venue 
at Bluebell Walk Recreation Ground. These are deemed to be standard quality but have 
previously suffered from vandalism. Another issue for the Club is with the lack of social 
space. Due to the social aspects of rugby, large clubs tend to require access to a social 
area that is serviced by a bar, which can in turn also generate income to help with 
sustainability.  
 
Security of tenure  
 
Tenure is considered unsecure for Creswell Crusaders RFC at Bluebell Walk Recreation 
Ground. The Club presently rents the facility from Elmton and Creswell Parish Council on 
a seasonal basis but has no formal agreement. Creswell Crusaders RFC has aspirations 
to ratify a long term lease on the site to assist in its future development. 
 
The remaining pitches are also considered to be unsecure as they are based at educational 
sites and could be removed. 
 
5.3: Demand  
 
Demand for rugby union pitches in Bolsover tends to fall within the categories of organised 
competitive play and organised training. 
 
Competitive play  
 
Currently one rugby union club plays within Bolsover, Creswell Crusaders, and has 32 
senior players. The Club offers a single senior team and hosts a small junior section. The 
junior section consists of six players between the ages of 14 and 16 years old. Although 
the Club hosts one senior side, it occasionally, can field a secondary team for friendly 
fixtures. 
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Table 5.7: Summary of demand 
 

Club  

 

Analysis 
area 

No. of rugby union teams  

Menôs Womenôs Boysô Girlsô Mini  

Creswell Crusaders RFC Clowne 1 - - - - 

Total  1 - - - - 

 
Training demand  
 
Throughout the Country, many rugby teams train at their home ground on match pitches. 
As a result, usage is concentrated which reduces the capacity for match play on these 
pitches and means they are more likely to be overplayed. A key factor in determining the 
extent of training on match pitches is the presence of floodlighting.  
 
In Bolsover, Creswell Crusaders RFC accesses a small floodlit area at Bluebell Walk 
Recreation Ground to meet its training demand. This training area is not located on the 
match pitch and therefore does not increase the usage of the playing surface. 
 
3G pitches  
 
The alternative to training on grass pitches is the use of 3G pitches. World Rugby produced 
the óPerformance Specification for artificial grass pitches for rugbyô, more commonly known 
as óRegulation 22ô that provides the necessary technical detail to produce pitch systems 
that are appropriate for rugby union. 
 
There is not a World Rugby compliant 3G pitch within Bolsover, with the nearest surface 
located in North East Derbyshire at Gosforth Fields Sports Association, however, this is not 
accessed by Creswell Crusaders RFC. 
 
The RFU investment strategy into 3G pitches considers sites where grass rugby pitches 
are played over capacity and where a 3G pitch would support the growth of the game at 
the host site and for the local rugby partnership, including local clubs and education sites. 
Due to its size (in terms of participation), Bolsover is not considered a target area for 3G 
pitch investment by the RFU. 
 
Future demand  
 
Future demand can be defined in two ways, through participation increases and using 
population forecasts. 
 
Population increases 
 
Team generation rates are used as the basis for calculating the number of teams likely to 
be generated in the future based on population growth (2033). However, as there is only 
one team in Bolsover, future population increases will not generate enough demand to 
create any additional teams. 
 
Participation increases 
 
Creswell Crusaders RFC report a desire to increase participation levels in particular its 
junior section. It has recently obtained funding from the National Lottery of £500 to secure 
junior equipment. Any potential growth by the Club is unlikely as there is limited pitch space 
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at its current home venue accompanied with larger neighbouring clubs located in 
Chesterfield and Mansfield attracting the junior players within Bolsover. 
Latent Demand  
 
Sport Englandôs Segmentation Tool enables analysis of óthe percentage of adults that 
would like to participate in rugby union but are not currently doing soô. The tool identifies 
latent demand of 674 people who would like to participate in the sport within Bolsover. The 
most dominant segments are óJamieô ï Sports Team Lads (29.7%).  
 
The peak period  
 
In order to fully establish actual spare capacity the peak period needs to be established for 
all types of rugby. For senior teams, it is considered to be Saturday PM as the only senior 
team in Bolsover plays at this time. 
 
5.4: Capacity analysis  
 
The capacity for pitches to regularly accommodate competitive play, training and other 
activity over a season is most often determined by quality. As a minimum, the quality and 
therefore the capacity of a pitch affects the playing experience and peopleôs enjoyment of 
playing rugby. In extreme circumstances it can result in the inability of a pitch to cater for all 
or certain types of play during peak and off peak times. To enable an accurate supply and 
demand assessment of rugby pitches, the following assumptions are applied to site by site 
analysis: 
  
3 All sites that are used for competitive rugby matches (regardless of whether this is 

secured community use) are included on the supply side. 
3 Use of school pitches by schools reduces potential capacity by one match equivalent 

session.  
3 All competitive play is on senior sized pitches (except for where mini pitches are 

provided). 
3 From U13 upwards, teams play 15 v15 and use a full pitch. 
3 Mini teams (U6-U12) play on half of a senior pitch i.e. two teams per senior pitch or a 

dedicated mini pitch. 
3 For senior and youth teams the current level of play per week is set at 0.5 for each 

match played based on all teams operating on a traditional home and away basis 
(assumes half of matches will be played away). 

3 For mini teams playing on a senior pitch, play per week is set at 0.25 for each match 
played based on all teams operating on a traditional home and away basis and playing 
across half of one senior pitch. 

3 Senior rugby generally takes place on Saturday afternoons.  
3 Junior rugby generally takes place on Sunday afternoons. 
3 Mini rugby generally takes place on Sunday mornings. 
3 Training that takes place on club pitches is reflected by the addition of team 

equivalents. 
3 Team equivalents have been calculated on the basis that 30 players (two teams) train 

on the pitch for 90 minutes (team equivalent of one) per night. 
 
As a guide, the RFU has set a standard number of matches that each pitch should be able 
to accommodate: 
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Table 5.9: Pitch capacity (matches per week) based on quality assessments 
 

 Maintenance  

Poor (M0) Adequate (M1) Good (M2) 

D
ra

in
a

g
e

 Natural Inadequate (D0) 0.5 1 2 

Natural Adequate or Pipe Drained (D1) 1.5 2 3 

Pipe Drained (D2) 1.75 2.5 3.25 

Pipe and Slit Drained (D3) 2 3 3.5 

 
Capacity is based upon a basic assessment of the drainage system and maintenance 
programme ascertained through a combination of the quality assessment and consultation. 
This guide, however, is only a very general measure of potential pitch capacity. It does not 
account for specific circumstances at time of use and it assumes average rainfall and an 
appropriate end of season rest and renovation programme. 
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Table 5.10: Rugby union provision and level of community use within Bolsover 
 

Site ID  Site name   Analysis area  Community 
use?  

Pitch type  Quality 
rating  

Floodlit?  Match 
equivalent 
sessions  

(per week)  

Pitch capacity  

(sessions per 
week)  

Capacity 
rating  

Comments  

2 Barlborough Hall School Clowne Yes-unused Junior Standard 

(M1 / D1) 

No - 4 4 Two junior pitches available to the community but unused. 
Use by the School reduces potential capacity; however, 
any spare capacity is discounted as community use 
aspects are not fully known. Further communication is 
required. 

Junior 

30 Bluebell Walk Recreation 
Ground 

Clowne Yes Senior 

 

Poor 

(M1 / D0) 

 

No 

 

0.5 

 

1 

 

1 

 

A senior pitch used for senior matches. Minimal spare 
capacity remains; however, this should remain to ensure 
pitch quality. 

48 The Bolsover School Bolsover Yes-unused Senior Poor 

(M0/ D1) 

No - 1.5 1.5 A senior pitch available for community use. School use 
reduces potential capacity; however, any spare capacity is 
discounted as community use aspects are not fully known. 
Further communication is required. 
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5.5: Supply and demand analysis  
 
Spare capacity  
 
The next step is to ascertain whether or not any identified ópotential capacityô can be deemed 
óactual capacityô. There may be situations where, although a site is highlighted as potentially 
able to accommodate some additional play, this should not be recorded as spare capacity 
against the site. For example, a site may be managed to regularly operate slightly below full 
capacity to ensure that it can cater for a number of regular friendly matches and activities that 
take place but are difficult to quantify on a weekly basis. 
 
The following educational sites are available for community use but are currently unused and 
contain spare capacity:  
 
3 Barlborough Hall School 
3 The Bolsover School 

 
Where the spare capacity is minimal it should be retained in order to protect quality for school 
use. Also at both of these sites, further work is required to fully establish availability of the 
pitches/associated facilities and suitability for these sites to attract community use.  
 
The remaining site with spare capacity, Bluebell Walk Recreation Ground, has spare capacity 
on its senior pitch amounting to one match equivalent session, which, should be retained to 
ensure pitch quality.  
 
Overplay  
 
There are no rugby union pitches with in Bolsover which are overplayed. 
 
5.6: Conclusions  
 
Given there is only one club in operating in Bolsover, which currently only has a single team; 
Bolsover has a sufficient amount of rugby pitches to accommodate both current and future 
demand. Priority should therefore be placed on protecting and improve the existing pitch at 
Bluebell Walk Recreation Ground, which is assessed as poor quality. Future growth is 
currently able to be accommodated for Creswell Crusaders RFC on site; however, any 
significant increase in demand, particularly at junior level, would require pitch improvements. 
 
Ensuring the longevity of Creswell Crusaders RFC playing in Bolsover should also be 
established through a long term lease at Bluebell Walk Recreation Ground.  
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Rugby union summary  

3 Within Bolsover there are three sites containing two senior and two junior rugby union pitches.  

3 The only pitch available to the community, located at Bluebell Walk Recreation Ground, is 

assessed as poor quality. 
3 Creswell Crusaders RFC, which has a single adult team and small junior section, is the only 

club playing in Bolsover. The Club access the pitch at  Bluebell Walk Recreation Ground which 
is not floodlit but has a small floodlit training area. 

3 It is predicted that future population increases will generate no additional demand for rugby 
union teams in Bolsover. However, Creswell Crusaders RFC express plans to substantially 
grow its junior section. 

3 Pitches at Barlborough Hall School and The Bolsover School are reportedly available for 
community use but are currently unused. This is due to the poor condition of pitches (The 
Bolsover School) and in the case of Barlborough Hall School the pitches have limited 
availability due to school use. 

3 Although there appears to be spare capacity on pitches, addressing the quality of Bluebell 
Walk Recreation Ground is the main priority as it is currently inhibiting the long term growth of 
the Club. 
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PART 6: RUGBY LEAGUE  
 
6.1 Introduction  
 
The Rugby Football League (RFL) is the governing body for rugby league in Britain and 
Ireland. It administers the England national rugby league team, the Challenge Cup, Super 
League and the Championships which form the professional and semi-professional structure 
of the game in the UK. The RFL also administers the amateur and junior game across 
the country in association with the British Amateur Rugby League Association (BARLA). 
 
Rugby league is now considered a summer sport with leagues operating from February until 
October at a professional level. For community clubs, fixtures tend to be played between 
March and August; however, some clubs also continue to participate in winter leagues 
although this is becoming less common. 
 
Consultation  
 
North Derbyshire Chargers RLFC is a nomadic junior rugby league club, which partly operates 
within Bolsover, and has completed an online survey. The Club works in close relationship 
with the Derbyshire Devils RLFC and mainly with the majority of its demand located in 
Chesterfield and Mansfield. 
 
Derbyshire Devils RLFC, aims to improve rugby league participation in the Derbyshire area. It 
works alongside North Derbyshire Chargers RLFC to help players 17 years and above 
transition into senior teams.  
 
6.2 Supply  
 
There are two rugby league pitches in Bolsover, located at Barlborough Country Park (Clowne 
Analysis Area) and Frederick Gent School (South Normanton Analysis Area). The pitch at 
Barlborough Country Park is managed by Barlbrorough Parish Council and is also used for 
football in the winter. The pitch at Frederick Gent School is managed in house by the School. 
 
The two sites are used by North Derbyshire Chargers RLFC for small amounts of training and 
junior fixtures. 
 
Pitch quality  
 
Non-technical site assessments were carried out at Barlborough Country Park and Frederick 
Gent School in order to assess the quality of the pitches within one of three categories; ógoodô, 
óstandardô or ópoorô. The carrying capacity of a pitch is dependent upon quality, as outlined in 
the table below.  
 
Table 6.1: Carrying capacity of a rugby league pitch based on quality 
 

Category  Capacity  

Good 3 matches per week 

Standard 2 matches per week 

Poor 1 match per week 

 
Both pitches were assessed as standard quality, meaning, as a guide, they should be able to 
accommodate up to two match equivalent sessions per week. The pitches are maintained to 
an adequate level and the drainage is considered to be sufficient albeit natural.  
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Security of tenure  
 
As a nomadic club, North Derbyshire Chargers RLFC does not have a home ground. It also 
has a presence in nearby Chesterfield and Mansfield, as well as Bolsover, stating it has never 
had security of tenure throughout its nine year existence as a club. The Club previously used 
rugby union clubs on a seasonal basis but due to increases in pricing had to find alternative 
sites. It currently rents the use of pitches at Barlborough Country Park and Frederick Gent 
School. 
 
The Club previously tried to attract grants to create a purpose built facility for rugby league in 
Bolsover but did not have a sufficient lease to obtain funding. It reports it would ideally want 
to find a dedicated home venue and is currently pursuing options in neighbouring Mansfield, 
however, has not ruled out Bolsover. 
 
Ancillary facilities  
 
North Derbyshire Chargers RLFC accesses changing facilities at Barlborough Country Park, 
which are in good condition, however, it reports football clubs using the same site have priority 
over the Club. 
 
6.3: Demand  
 
North Derbyshire Chargers RLFC, abovementioned, is a nomadic club and only uses two sites 

in Bolsover for a small section of its membership. The U13s play in the Yorkshire Junior 

League, U13s Division Three, which equates to eight matches a season. These matches are 

played on the pitch located a Barlborough Country Park. Both the U13s and seven to 12 year 

olds train at Frederick Gent School on Tuesday and Thursday evenings. The seven to 12 year 

old age group does not have sufficient players to form a team and therefore is currently limited 

to training. 

6.2: Summary of rugby league demand in Bolsover 
 

Site 
ID 

Site  Teams Demand  

1 Barlborough Country Park U13s Junior fixtures ï Saturday 
Mornings 

21 Frederick Gent School U13s Training ï Tuesday and 
Thursday Evenings 

7-12 years olds Training ï Tuesday Evenings 

 
Remaining teams at North Derbyshire Chargers play outside Bolsover, with a touch rugby 

team and open age side playing in neighbouring Chesterfield. 

6.4: Supply and demand analysis 

The capacity of each pitch (based on their standard quality rating) is two match equivalent 
sessions per week. In regards to Barlborough Country Park, this pitch is used for 0.5 match 
equivalent sessions per week (based on a junior team using 0.5 of a pitch) by North Derbyshire 
Chargers RLFC. This means that there is an overall spare capacity of 1.5 match sessions; 
however, once football demand is factored in the pitch is  overplayed, particularly given the all 
year round play. 
 
The pitch located at Frederick Gent School receives two match equivalent sessions per week 

due to training demand and is therefore played to capacity.  
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Ideally, the Club requires access to dedicated rugby league pitches at a suitably located venue 

and accommodate at least two rugby league pitches to accommodate all of the Clubôs 

demand. This would also be on an alternative site that has increased security of tenure in 

order to ensure the long-term sustainability of the Club, enable it to grow as planned and allow 

it access funding for site and club developments. 

As the Club appears to be pursuing the potential of a site in neighbouring Mansfield, if this 

were to be realised there would be no demand for rugby league pitches to be provided in 

Bolsover.  

 

Rugby league summary  
3 There are two rugby league pitches within Bolsover, located at Barlborough Country Park and 

Frederick Gent School. 
3 The pitch at Barlborough Country Park is used for football during the winter before being 

converted to accommodate rugby league during the summer. 
3 The pitches are assessed as standard quality and no issues were raised in relation to the 

ancillary facilities servicing the sites.  
3 North Derbyshire Charger RLFC is the only club servicing the area. It is a nomadic club and 

works in relationship with the Derbyshire Devils RLFC to try and improve participation levels.  
3 As North Derbyshire Chargers does not have a home venue it has to rent pitch space from the 

two sites and as a result does not have security of tenure. 
3 Only two U13s teams and a small junior section play in Bolsover. The majority of its teams play 

in neighbouring Chesterfield. 
3 The Club reports wanting access to dedicated rugby league pitches at a suitable central venue. 

It is exploring options to where this site would be located and would be open to discuss the 
possibility of moving into Bolsover permanently.  
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PART 7: HOCKEY 
 
7.1: Introduction  
 
Hockey in England is governed by England Hockey (EH) and is administered locally by the 
Midlands Region Hockey Association. 
 
Competitive league hockey matches can only be played on sand filled, sand dressed or water 
based artificial grass pitches (AGPs). Although competitive, adult and junior club training 
cannot take place on third generation turf pitches (3G), 40mm pitches may be suitable for 
introductory level hockey, such as school curriculum low level hockey. England Hockey 
Artificial Grass Playing Surface Policy details suitability of surface type for varying levels of 
hockey shown below.  
 
Table 7.1: England Hockey guidelines on artificial surface types suitable for hockey 
 

Category  Surface  Playing Level    Playing Level    

England 
Hockey 
Category 1 

Water surface 
approved within the 
FIH Global/National 
Parameters 

Essential   

International Hockey - 
Training and matches 

Desirable   

Domestic National 
Premier competition   

Higher levels of EH Player 
Pathway 

Performance Centres and 
upwards   

England 

England 
Hockey 
Category 2 

Sand dressed 
surfaces within the 
FIH National 
Parameter 

Essential  

Domestic National 
Premier competition 

Higher levels of player 
pathway:  Academy 
Centres and Upwards 

Desirable   

All adult and junior League 
Hockey 

Intermediate or advanced 
School hockey    

EH competitions for clubs 
and schools (excluding 
domestic national league) 

England 
Hockey 
Category 3 

Sand based 
surfaces within the 
FIH National 
Parameter 

Essential    

All adult and junior club 
training and league 
Hockey 

EH competitions for clubs 
and schools  

Intermediate or advanced 
schoolsô hockey 

Desirable   

England 
Hockey 
Category 4 

All 3G surfaces Essential   

None 

Desirable   

Lower level hockey 
(Introductory level) when 
no category 1-3 surface is 
available.   

 
For senior teams, a full sized pitch for competitive matches must measure at least 91.4 x 55 
metres excluding surrounding run off areas which must be a minimum of two metres at the 
sides & three metres at the ends England Hockey preference is for four metre side & five 
metre end run offs, with a preferred overall area of 101.4 x 63 metres though a minimum 
overall area of 97.4 x 59 metres is accepted. 
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It is considered that a hockey pitch can accommodate a maximum of four matches on one day 
(peak time) provided that the pitch has floodlighting. Training is generally midweek and 
requires access to a pitch and floodlights. 
 
Club consultati on  
 
There are no hockey clubs currently based in Bolsover. 
 
7.2: Supply  
 
There are two full size sand filled/dressed AGPs in Bolsover across two sites, of which both 
are available to the community and floodlit.  
 
Table 7.2: Sand-based AGPs by location 
 

Site 
ID 

Site  Analysis area  Size 
(metres)  

Year provided/ 
resurfaced  

Quality  

48 The Bolsover School Bolsover 100 x 60 2011 Standard 

49 Tibshelf Community 
School 

South Normanton 100 x 60 2013 Good 

 
In addition, there are also numerous smaller sized pitches, as seen in the table below. 
Although too small to host competitive matches, they could be used to accommodate training 
demand if required. However, the pitch located at Castle Leisure Park is disused due to its 
poor condition. 
 
Tibshelf Community School is operated by a third party lettings agency, Facilities for All, 
whereas The Bolsover School is managed in house by the school. 
 
Table 7.3: Small sized sand-based AGPs by location 
 

Site 
ID 

Site  Analysis area  Community  
use?  

Floodlit?  Size 
(metres)  

10 Castle Leisure Park Bolsover Disused Yes 35 x 32 

13 Clowne Sports Centre Clowne Yes Yes 60 x 40 

23 Glapwell Football Club Shirebrook Yes Yes 35 x 18 

42 Shirebrook Leisure Centre Shirebrook Yes Yes 36 x 28 

 
It should be stated, the smaller sized AGP at Castle Leisure Park is to be replaced in 2017 
with a tarmac based MUGA. 
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Figure 7.1: Location of AGPs within Bolsover 
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7.3: Demand  
 
Availability and usage  
 
All full size AGPs are readily available to the community during the peak period (Monday to 
Thursday 17:00-21:00; Friday 17:00-19:00; Saturday and Sunday 09:00-17:00) as identified 
by Sport Englandôs Facilities Planning Model (FPM).  
 
Table 7.4: Availability of full size sand-based AGPs 
 

Site 
ID 

Site  Availability in 
the peak 
period 
(hours)  

Comments  

48 The Bolsover School 34 Private school use until 17:30 Monday to 
Friday. Available from 17:30 until 22:00 
Monday-Friday and from 09:00 until 17:00 
on Saturdays and Sundays.  

49 Tibshelf Community 
School 

30 Private school use until 17:30 Monday to 
Friday. Available from 17:30 until 21:00 
Monday-Friday and from 09:00 until 17:00 
Saturday and Sunday.  

 
Current demand  
 
Hockey demand, currently, within Bolsover is limited to school hockey at The Bolsover School 
and Tibshelf Community School. There are no community hockey clubs that require access 
to a pitch. Primarily, the pitches are used for football by local clubs during peak periods, 
especially throughout the winter. 
 
Both full size AGPs are well used, especially in winter months by football teams which hire the 
pitch for training purposes. For example, Tibshelf Community School is used throughout winter 
by several local football clubs, equating to 13 hours of peak period use. 
 
Quality  
 
Depending on levels of use, it is considered that the carpet of an AGP usually lasts for 
approximately ten years. In Bolsover, The Bolsover School is considered the oldest facility as 
it has not been resurfaced since 2011, meaning it is five years old and has half of its lifespan 
remaining. The pitch was assessed as standard quality during the non-technical assessment 
as it showed evidence of moss and evidence of litter from casual school use.  
 
In contrast, the pitch at Tibshelf Community School was built in 2013 and is assessed as good 
quality.  
 
Ancillary provision  
 
Changing and toilet facilities within the school building are available when hiring the AGP at 
Tibshelf Community School. However, there are no changing facilities available to AGP users 
at The Bolsover School currently. 
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Future demand  
 
Consultation with England Hockey suggests that it is currently focusing its efforts on 
Chesterfield Hockey Club, which plays just outside of Bolsover at St Mary's Community 
School, Chesterfield. The Club is currently experiencing a growth in membership, especially 
within its junior section and it is likely that residents from Bolsover would travel to play in 
Chesterfield where demand arises. 
 
Latent d emand  
 
The adult (16+) participation rate in sport, of at least once per week, in Bolsover is 35.7% 
(Active People Survey 9- 2014/15). This is just lower than the national (35.8%) rate. Based 
upon this measure at least, it would suggest that residents of Bolsover are marginally less 
active than their national counterparts. 
 
Sport England Market Segmentation data identifies that 153 people in Bolsover are currently 
participating in Hockey. An additional 106 people state that, they would like to begin 
participating in the sport in the future, of which 14 (13.2%) is the segment óJackie ï Middle 
aged Mumsô. 
 
The data for Bolsover indicates that there is a limited potential for significant future growth in 
the sport. 
 

Hockey summary  

3 Schools provide the total supply of full sized sand AGPs in Bolsover, one pitch is located at 
Tibshelf Community School and one at The Bolsover School. Both are full sized, available for 
community use and floodlit. There are also a number of smaller sized AGPs located in 
Bolsover.  

3 The pitch at Tibshelf Community School is assessed as good quality, with the pitch at The 
Bolsover School assessed as standard quality. 

3 Currently, there are no hockey clubs based within Bolsover and as such the two full size AGPs 
are unused for community hockey and are primarily used by the community for football 
training, particularly at Tibshelf Community School. 

3 Chesterfield Hockey Club plays just outside of Bolsover at St Mary's Community School, 
Chesterfield. The Club is currently experiencing a growth in membership, especially within its 
junior section and it is likely that residents from Bolsover would travel to play in Chesterfield 
where demand arises. 
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PART 8: TENNIS 
 
8.1: Introduction  
 
The Lawn Tennis Association (LTA) is the organisation responsible for the governance of 
tennis and administers the sport locally in Bolsover. 
 
Consultation  
 
There are no tennis clubs currently playing in Bolsover. 
 
8.2: Supply  
 
Quantity  
 
There are a total of 18 tennis courts in Bolsover, provided across four sites, all of which, are 
school sites. These are reported to be available for community use, however, none are used 
on a regular basis. 
 
For the purposes of this report, being available for community use refers to courts in public, 
voluntary, private or commercial ownership or management (including education sites) 
recorded as being available for hire by individuals, teams or clubs. 
 
Table 8.1: Summary of the number of tennis courts by analysis area 
 

Analysis area  Number of courts  

Bolsover 3 

Clowne 8 

Shirebrook 7 

South Normanton 2 

Bolsover  18 

 
Additionally, the small sized sand based AGP located at Shirebrook Leisure Centre and 
Clowne Sports Centre accommodates tennis demand, however, this provision is discussed in 
Part 7: Hockey. 
 
Quality  
 
In terms of quality, tennis courts are rated on the scale below. 
 
Table 8.2: Tennis court green quality scale 
 

   

Good  Average  Poor  
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Table 8.3: Tennis courts in Bolsover 
 

Site 
ID 

Site name  Owner -
ship  

Analysis 
area 

Community 
use?  

No. of 
courts  

Court 
type  

Court 
quality 20 

21 Frederick 
Gent School 

School South 
Normanton 

Yes 2 Artificial Average 

26 Heritage High 
School 

School Clowne Yes 6 Macadam Average 

41 Shirebrook 
Academy 

School Shirebrook Yes 7 Macadam Poor 

48 The Bolsover 
School 

School Bolsover Yes 3 Macadam Poor 

 
Please note that tennis Courts at Hornscroft Park, Bolsover have now been converted into a 
Multi-Use Games Area (MUGA).  
 
Eight courts are rated as average quality and ten courts are rated as poor. There are no 
courts rated as good. 
 
Table 8.4: Summary of the quality of community accessible courts by analysis area 
 

Analysis area  Good  Average  Poor  

Bolsover -  3 

Clowne - 6  

Shirebrook -  7 

South Normanton - 2  

Bolsover  0 8 10 

 
The courts assessed as poor quality are located at Shirebrook Academy and The Bolsover 
School. The two artificial courts at Frederick Gent School and the six macadam courts at 
Heritage High School are also assessed as average quality. 
 

The majority of tennis courts within schools are over marked by netball courts. Courts which 
are over marked tend to receive higher levels of use which can result in more wear and tear. 

 
Improving courts is a national priority for the LTA; however, it reports that unless tennis courts 
are supported by changing facilities, a café and floodlighting, it becomes harder to run a 
sustainable tennis programme, which therefore makes it more difficult to generate external 
investment. 
 
Indoor facilities 
 
There are no indoor facilities within the boundaries of Bolsover. However, there are six 
facilities in the surrounding area that provide 29 indoor tennis courts. These are in Derby, 
Chesterfield and Sheffield. 
  

                                                
20 Assessed using a non-technical site assessment proforma and also takes account of user comments. 
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Maintenance 
 
There is very minimal maintenance of the courts. As they are all located on school sites, all 
are cleaned and brushed as part of the general cleaning maintenance programme, but the 
courts are not maintained as tennis courts, and receive no specialist care. 

 
Ownership/management  
 
All four sites with tennis courts are owned by schools. Two schools, Heritage High School 
and The Bolsover School manage bookings in house. The Frederick Gent School out of 
school hours bookings and Shirebrook Academy have a third party operator, Facilities For All 
that is responsible for the management of community bookings.  
 

Figure 8.1: Tennis courts in Bolsover 
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Ancillary provision  
 
There is access to the school toilets and changing facilities at Shirebrook Academy, Frederick 
Gent School and Heritage High School, there are no ancillary facilities available at The 
Bolsover School. 
  
8.3: Demand  
 
None of the sites report any demand for additional tennis courts and the courts are rarely hired 
out for community use. There are no clubs based at any of the sites and usage is currently 
limited to school use. 
 
Informal tennis 
 
As there are no publicly available dedicated tennis courts in parks or recreation grounds in 
Bolsover, schools may present an opportunity to offer pay and play where demand exists. 
Further to this, tennis can be accommodated on all weather surfaces at Council managed site 
Clowne Sports Centre if required. 
 
8.4: Supply and demand analysis  
 
There is no demand from community clubs to use tennis courts in Bolsover. The only use is 
casual and occasional informal participation.   
 
 

 
  

Tennis summary  

3 There are a total of 18 tennis courts across four sites identified in Bolsover, all on school sites. 

3 All courts are reported to be available for community use, however, none are used on a regular 
basis by clubs. 

3 Eight are assessed as average quality and ten as poor. There are no good quality tennis 
courts and no floodlit courts. 

3 The LTA reports that unless tennis courts are supported by appropriate ancillary facilities and 
floodlighting, it becomes harder to run a sustainable tennis programme. 

3 Priority should be placed on protecting current facilities for school use and exploring 
opportunities for school sites to be promoted for pay and play use. 
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PART 9: BOWLS  
 
9.1: Introduction  
 
The majority of bowling greens in Bolsover are crown greens. The British Crown Green 
Bowling Association is the National Governing Body for crown green bowls with overall 
responsibility for ensuring effective governance of crown green bowls. 
 
There are also two flat greens located at Shirebrook Bowling Club (Coronation Drive) and 
Langwith Junction Recreation Ground. Bowls England is the National Governing Body for flat 
green bowls with overall responsibility for ensuring effective governance of flat green bowls.  
 
Both bowling seasons run from May to September. 
 
9.2: Consultation  
 
There are seven crown bowls clubs identified that access facilities in Bolsover. Of these, four 
clubs responded to an online survey and are listed below. 
 
3 Bolsover Castle Bowls Club 
3 Bolsover Colliery Bowls Club  
3 South Normanton Bowls Club (Exchem Sports Ground) 
3 Oxcroft Bowls Club  
 
Other clubs that exist in the area but did not respond to consultation requests are Langwith 
Junction Bowls Club (Flat Green Bowls), Hillstown Bowls Club, Pinxton Miners Bowls Club, 
Whitwell Bowls Club and Shirebrook Bowls Club (Flat Green Bowls). Information has been 
collated from a variety of alternative sources to build a picture of these clubs. 
 
9.3: Supply  
 
Quantity  
 
There are ten crown green bowling greens in Bolsover provided across nine sites. The majority 
of greens are located in the Bolsover Analysis Area, and there are no crown greens in the 
Shirebrook Analysis Area. 
 
Table 9.1: Summary of the number of greens by analysis area 
 

Analysis area  Number of crown greens  (Flat)  

Bolsover 6 

Clowne 2 

Shirebrook (2) 

South Normanton 2 

Bolsover  10 (2) 

 
Further to the above, a previous bowling green provided at Hornscroft Park, Bolsover is now 
a small outdoor amphitheatre and the green at Clowne Minerôs Welfare is no longer in use. 
 
There are no indoor bowls facilities in Bolsover, however, the Alfreton Indoor Bowls Centre in 
neighbouring Amber Valley is well used by a number of Bolsover teams for indoor training. 
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Figure 9.1: Bowling greens in Bolsover 
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Table 9.2: Key to map of Bowling Greens 
 

Site 
ID 

Site name  Analysis 
area 

No. of 
greens  

Type  Clubs playing at 
the site  

10 Castle Leisure Park Bolsover 2 Crown Bolsover Colliery 
Bowls Club Crown 

17 Creswell Miners 
Recreation Ground 

Clowne 1 Crown Unknown 

19 Exchem Sports Ground South 
Normanton 

1 Crown South Normanton 
Bowls Club 

27 Hillstown Miners Welfare 
Field 

Bolsover 1 Crown Hillstown Bowls 
Club 

 

34 Oxcroft Miners Welfare Bolsover 1 Crown Oxcroft Bowls 
Club 

37 Pinxton Miners Welfare 
Sports Ground 

South 
Normanton 

1 Crown Pinxton Miners 
Welfare Bowls 
Club 

9920 Bolsover Castle Bolsover 1 Crown Bolsover Castle 
Bowls Club 

60 Langwith Junction 
Recreation Ground 

Shirebrook 1 Flat Langwith 
Junction Bowls 
Club 

9913 Shirebrook Bowling Club 

(Coronation  Drive) 

Shirebrook 1 Flat Shirebrook 
Bowling Club 

93 Main Street Bowling 
Green 

Bolsover 1 Crown Unknown 

94 Whitwell Bowls Club Clowne 1 Crown Whitwell Bowls 
Club 

 
Quality  
 
In terms of quality, bowling greens are rated on the scale below. 
 
Table 9.3: Bowls green quality scale 
 

   

Good  Average  Poor  

 
Following a non-technical assessment of greens in Bolsover, the general quality is found to 
be average with five assessed as average quality, four as average quality and one as poor. 
 
Table 9.4: Bowling greens in Bolsover 
 

Site 
ID 

Site name  Analysis 
area 

No. of 
greens  

Quality of 
green  

Clubs playing at 
the site  

10 Castle Leisure Park Bolsover 2 Average Bolsover Colliery 
Bowls Club Average 

17 Creswell Miners 
Recreation Ground 

Clowne 1 Good Unknown 

19 Exchem Sports Ground South 
Normanton 

1 Good South Normanton 
Bowls Club 
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27 Hillstown Miners Welfare 
Trust 

Bolsover 1 Good Hillstown Bowls 
Club 

34 Oxcroft Miners Welfare 
Field 

Bolsover 1 Average Oxcroft Bowls 
Club 

37 Pinxton Miners Welfare 
Sports Ground 

South 
Normanton 

1 Average Pinxton Miners 
Welfare Bowls 
Club 

9920 Bolsover Castle Bolsover 1 Good Bolsover Castle 
Bowls Club 

93 Main Street Bowling 
Green 

Bolsover 1 Poor Unknown 

94 Whitwell Bowls Club Clowne 1 Average Whitwell Bowls 
Club 

 
The majority of bowling greens within Bolsover are assessed as being average quality, this 
being said, these five sites are close to being deemed good quality with a need to increase 
the quality of surrounding boardingôs and ditches. Of the remaining sites, four greens are 
assessed as good quality with only one green, Main Street Bowling Green, deemed poor. This 
is assessed as poor as the surrounding areas around the green are unkempt and need 
renovating. It is unknown if this site is actively being used by the community. 
 
In regards to the greens at Castle Leisure Park, Bolsover Colliery Bowls Club reports that the 
drainage system collapsed making the greens hold excess water. The green located at Oxcroft 
Miners Welfare Trust has improved to average quality according to the Club and it has made 
efforts to improve facilities through enhanced maintenance regimes. 
 
Bolsover Colliery Bowls Club is the only club that reported an incident of vandalism within the 
last three years which involved a clubhouse break-in but no damage to the green. 
 
Maintenance  
 
Castle Leisure Park is the only site maintained currently by Bolsover District Council, whereas 
Langwith Junction Bowls Club is maintained by Langwith Junction BC. The remaining sites 
are maintain by the Clubs using the facilities. 
 
Accessibility  
 
The majority of clubs state that most players travel between two and five miles to access 
facilities. Oxcroft Bowling Club is the exception to this, stating that members travel over five 
miles to access the Club. All clubs state that 1-25% of players are from outside of Bolsover. 
 
Ownership/management  
 
Bowling greens are provided by a range of different operators. South Normanton Bowls Club 
leases the facility from a local business (EPC UK Ltd), on a 25 year lease expiring in 2035. 
Bolsover Castle Bowls Club rents its site from English Heritage which owns Bolsover Castle. 
Oxcroft Bowls Club own its own facility and Langwith Junction Bowls Club hires the facility 
from Langwith Parish Council. 
 
All clubs are based at their preferred home ground. 
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Ancillary facilities  
 
All clubs surveyed have access to ancillary facilities. The majority of which are maintained by 
the clubs, with the exception of Castle Leisure Park, which is maintained by Bolsover District 
Council. All sites provide a pavilion, toilet facilities and kitchen area. Pavilions are all rated as 
average or good quality. 
 
A number of clubs have tried to access funding to improve their ancillary facilities. South 
Normanton Bowls Club has recently had an unsuccessful grant application to Sport England 
for the redevelopment of toilets. However, it has now received funding through the Derbyshire 
Community Foundation Sports Action Grant for the installation of two rain shelters. Oxcroft 
Bowling Club has also recently applied for funding from the Rotary Club to upgrade floodlights. 
 
Club challenges  
 
Consultation with clubs highlights a small number of challenges that some clubs face. These 
are listed by club below. 
 
Table 9.5: Current site issues 
 

Club  Issue to be resolved  

South Normanton Bowls Club Lack of voluntary assistance 

Membership recruitment/retention 

Bolsover Colliery Bowls Club Lack of voluntary assistance 

Lack of external funding (parish council, NGBs) 

Membership recruitment/retention 

Issue with the collapsed drainage system underneath the 
green. 

Bolsover Castle Bowls Club Membership recruitment/retention 

Limited demand in the local area for Bowls. 

Oxcroft Bowls Club Lack of access difficulties 

Lack of information about local facilities 

Lack of external funding (parish council, NGBs) 

Lack of internal funding (subs/fundraising) 

Langwith Junction Bowls Club Limited demand in the local area for Bowls. 

 
9.4: Demand  
 
Current demand  
 
There are seven clubs using the eight bowling greens in Bolsover. Membership of those clubs 
that shared data amounts to 97 adult members and two junior members. This does not include 
Oxcroft Bowls Club or Langwith Junction Bowls Club, Pinxton Miners Welfare Bowls Club or 
Whitwell Bowls Club as they did not disclose membership information. 
 
The largest club, in terms of membership, is Bolsover Colliery Bowling Club. All clubs, apart 
from South Normanton Bowls Club, support the national trend of declining membership. 
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Table 9.6: Current club membership for bowls clubs in Bolsover 
 

PPS 
Site 
ID 

Clubs  Analysis area  No. of 
greens  

Membership  

Current  Past three 
years  

10 Bolsover Colliery 
Bowls Club 

Bolsover 2 Senior males 30 

Senior females 6 

Juniors 2 

Decreased 

19 South Normanton 
Bowls Club 

South Normanton 1 Senior males 30 

Senior females 2 

Juniors 0 

Stayed the 
same 

9920 Bolsover Castle 
Bowls Club 

Bolsover 1 Senior males 13 

Senior females 15 

Juniors 0 

Decreased 

 
The following clubs do enter formal leagues including the Chesterfield and District Bowling 
Association, Chesterfield Welfare Bowling Association and Mansfield League: 
 
3 Bolsover Colliery Bowls Club 
3 Bolsover Castle Bowling Club 
3 South Normanton Bowls Club 
3 Oxcroft Bowls Club 
3 Langwith Junction Bowls Club 

 
Shirebrook Bowls Club also play in local leagues in Bolsover. 
 
Future demand  
 
Using ONS projections (2012-based projections 2012-2037. Released May 2014), the number 
of persons aged 65 and over is likely to increase continuously from 14,353 in 2012, to 23,184 
in 2037, representing an increase of 61.50% and will account for 27.7% of Bolsoverôs future 
population (compared to 18.8% currently). Due to this age band being the most likely to play 
bowls, demand for bowling may increase. 
 
The table below outlines the planned membership growth of clubs in the area. Three clubs 
identify plans to increase membership (within the next three years) which will total an 
additional 15 adults and five junior players. One club did not specify how many additional 
members are expected. Clubs generally state that advertising, word of mouth, pay and play, 
improving school connections and open days will all contribute to the planned increase in 
membership. 
 
Table 9.7: Future planned growth in bowls clubs in Bolsover 
 

Clubs  Analysis area  No. of 
greens  

Membership  

Current  Plans to 
increase  

Aim to 
increase 

by:  

South Normanton Bowls 
Club 

South 
Normanton 

1 33 adults 

 

No Unknown 

Bolsover Colliery Bowls 
Club 

Bolsover 2 36 adults 

2 juniors 

Yes 10 adults 
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Clubs  Analysis area  No. of 
greens  

Membership  

Current  Plans to 
increase  

Aim to 
increase 

by:  

Bolsover Castle Bowls Club Bolsover 1 28 adults Yes Unknown 

Langwith Junction Bowls 
Club 

Shirebrook 1 Unknown Yes Unknown 

Oxcroft Bowling Club Bolsover 1 Unknown Yes 5 adults 

5 juniors 

 
Oxcroft Bowling Club is the only club to currently have a written development plan. Although 
it does not mention how many new members are likely, the Club does want to increase 
membership and ensure that the green and surrounding areas are well maintained. 
 
Latent demand  
 
No clubs suggest that an additional bowling green at their ground or in the area would lead to 
an increase in club membership. In effect, the perception is that any planned increases can 
be accommodated on existing greens. No clubs currently have a waiting list and would all be 
able to accommodate new members. 
 
Sport Englandôs Segmentation Tool enables analysis of óthe percentage of adults that would 
like to participate in bowls but are not currently doing soô. The tool identifies latent demand of 
157 people who would like to participate in the sport within Bolsover. The most dominant 
segment is óFrankô ï Twilight Year Gentsô (25.5%). 
 
9.5: Supply and demand analysis  
 
Generally it is considered that most bowling clubs in Bolsover have spare capacity, meaning 
that current membership and an increase in membership is sustainable and clubs are able to 
accept additional members should demand increase. No clubs report demand for additional 
provision and all clubs report that identified future demand can be accommodated on greens 
currently available to them. 
 
Priority should be placed on ensuring that green quality and ancillary provision at sites is 
sustained and improved where necessary in order to allow for continued use. 
 
Bolsover Colliery Bowls Club is operating at above average membership for the area and it is 
therefore important to ensure that the Club is supported to enable it to grow. It is also important 
to ensure maintenance is appropriate to accommodate current levels of use, including the 
upgrade of the damaged drainage system. 
 
9.6: Flat green bowls  
 
In addition to the crown greens in Bolsover, there are also two flat greens, one each at 
Shirebrook Bowling Club (Coronation Drive) and Langwith Junction Recreation Ground. The 
greens are assessed as good quality and both contain six rinks. Both greens are near to the 
boundary of Bolsover and are likely to attract members from the Mansfield Area. 
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Table 9.8: Flat green bowls in Bolsover 
 

Site name  Analysis area  No. of greens  Quality of green  

Shirebrook Bowling Club 

(Coronation  Drive) 

Shirebrook 1 Good 

Langwith Junction Bowls Club Shirebrook 1 Good 

 
 

  

Bowls summary  

3 There are two flat green bowling greens and ten crown green bowling greens in Bolsover 
across 11 sites and accommodating nine clubs. 

3 Following a non-technical assessment of greens in Bolsover, the general quality is found 
to be average with five assessed as average quality, four as average quality and one as 
poor. The two flat green bowls are of good quality. 

3 All clubs surveyed choose to enter formal leagues such as Chesterfield Welfare Bowling 
Association or the Chesterfield and District Bowling Association. Flat green bowls club, 
Langwith Junction, participates in the Mansfield Leagues. 

3 There are no clubs that have experienced a growth in membership. The only club to see 
membership remain stagnant is South Normanton Bowls Club. 

3 Four clubs plan to increase membership and all are confident that this can be 
accommodated at existing sites. 

3 Future population projections suggest that almost 27.7 % of the Bolsover population by 
2037 will be over 65+, the most likely band to play bowls. Priority should therefore be 
placed on ensuring green quality and ancillary provision is sustained and improved where 
necessary. 

3 Bolsover Colliery Club is operating at above average membership for the area and it is 
therefore important to ensure that the Club is supported to enable it to further grow. 

3 Most bowling clubs in Bolsover have spare capacity, meaning that current membership and an 
increase in membership is sustainable and clubs are able to accept additional members 
should demand increase. Therefore, there are enough greens to accommodate both the 
current and future demand. 
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PART 10: MULTI USE G AMES AREAS  
 
Introduction  
 
Multi use games areas (MUGAs) refers to any sport or games areas which are often used for 
social and recreational sport in the community and are generally categorised into typologies, 
as seen in the table below. They should be a minimum of a five-a-side football pitch (two tennis 
courts) in size and be marked out for at least three sports. 
 
Table 10.1: Types of MUGAs 
 

Type Number  Type of surface  Characteristics  Sports played on surface  

Type One Open textured porous 
macadam 

 

Used for ball rebound 
sports. Suitable for 
wheelchair sports. 

Tennis 

Type Two Netball 

Type Three Polymeric surface 
over macadam  

 

Netball 

 

Type Four Polymeric surface 
over macadam base  

 

Due to their greater shock 
absorbency and lower 
surface friction, these areas 
are not recommended for 
tennis or netball. 

Football, basketball and 
recreational activity 

Type Five Sand based/ filled 

3G Pile 

 

Shockpad and either 
heavily doused with 

water before play or filled or 
dressed with sand 

or rubber crumb 

Formalised sports including 
hockey, football, American 
football, lacrosse, rugby. 

 

 
Castle Leisure Park, for the purpose of this report, has been mapped in Figure 10.1, however, 
it is categorised as a small sized hockey suitable surface with details regarding the site located 
in Part 7: Hockey. 
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Figure 10.1: Location of MUGAs in Bolsover 
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Table 10.2: Key to map  

Site 
ID 

Site  Analysis a rea Type Ownership  

1 Barlborough Country Park Clowne Type One / Two Barlborough 
Parish Council 

7 Broadmeadows Recreation 
Ground (Common Meadows). 

South Normanton Type One / Two Council 

10 Castle Leisure Park Bolsover Type Five Council 

11 Charnwood Crescent South Normanton Type One / Two Blackwell 
Parish Council 

27 Hillstown Miners Welfare 
Field 

Bolsover Type One / Two Trust 

31 Bluebell Walk Recreation 
Ground 

Clowne Type One / Two Elmton with 
Creswell 

Parish Council 

37 Pinxton Minerôs Welfare 
Sports Ground 

South Normanton Type One / Two Pinxton Parish 
Council 

46 South Street Recreation 
Ground, South Normanton 

South Normanton Type One / Two Council 

64 The Glapwell Centre Shirebrook Type One / Two Glapwell 
Parish Council 

70 Westhouses Recreation 
Ground (Bolden Terrace) 

South Normanton Type One / Two Blackwell 
Parish Council 

71 Queens Road Recreation 
Ground 

Clowne Type One / Two Hodthorpe and 
Belph Parish 

Council 

72 Bakestone Moor Recreation 
Ground 

Clowne Type One / Two Whitwell 
Parish Council 

73 Shuttlewood Recreation 
Ground 

Bolsover Type One / Two Old Bolsover 
Town Council 

74 Hornscroft Park Bolsover Type One / Two Old Bolsover 
Town Council 

75 Rainbow Park Shirebrook Type One / Two Council 

76 Olive Avenue Shirebrook Type One / Two Private 

77 Houfton Road Recreation 
Ground 

Bolsover Type One / Two Council 

78 Clowne Linear Park Clowne Type One / Two Council 

79 Main Street MUGA Bolsover Type One / Two Langwith 
Parish Council 

 
Supply  
 

In total there are 19 sites identified as providing MUGAs in Bolsover. The Bolsover Analysis 
Area has the most with six MUGAs, whereas, the Clowne and South Normanton analysis 
areas have five each, with the remaining three located in the Shirebrook Analysis Area. All 
MUGAs are categorised as type one/ two, excluding the one located at Castle Leisure Park, 
which is type five. 

 

Of the 19 MUGAs identified, the majority (11) are owned by local parish councils with six 
owned by the Council. The remaining two have separate ownership with one leased to a 
private business and the remaining owned by a Trust. 
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Quality  

 
Upon non technical assessment the majority of MUGAs (11) in Bolsover are of standard 
quality, three are evaluated as good quality and the remaining five are poor quality. 
 

The majority of poor quality MUGAôs are deemed poor as they have poor grip underfoot, loose 
gravel and evidence of litter, glass and moss. The maintenance of such MUGAs is also 
considered to be basic and infrequent. 

 
Table 10.3: Summary of MUGA quality in Bolsover 

Site ID  Site  Analysis Area  Quality Rating  

1 Barlborough Country Park Clowne Standard 

7 Broadmeadows Recreation Ground 
(Common Meadows). 

South Normanton Standard 

10 Castle Leisure Park Bolsover Poor 

11 Charnwood Crescent South Normanton Standard 

27 Hillstown Miners Welfare Field Bolsover Poor 

31 Bluebell Walk Recreation Ground Clowne Standard 

37 Pinxton Minerôs Welfare Sports Ground South Normanton Poor 

46 South Street Recreation Ground, South 
Normanton 

South Normanton Standard 

64 The Glapwell Centre Shirebrook Good 

70 Westhouses Recreation Ground 
(Bolden Terrace) 

South Normanton Good 

71 Queens Road Recreation Ground Clowne Standard 

72 Bakestone Moor Recreation Ground Clowne Poor 

73 Shuttlewood Recreation Ground Bolsover Standard 

74 Hornscroft Park Bolsover Standard 

75 Rainbow Park Shirebrook Poor 

76 Olive Avenue Shirebrook Good 

77 Houfton Road Recreation Ground Bolsover Standard 

78 Clowne Linear Park Clowne Standard 

79 Main Street MUGA Bolsover Standard 
 
Accessibility  
 
All MUGAs in Bolsover are open access and are therefore available to the community 
throughout the year and free of charge.  
 
The MUGA located at Castle Leisure Park is currently disused and not available to the 
community; however, this is to be refurbished in 2017, additionally this will improve its current 
quality rating of poor. 
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APPENDIX 1: NEXT STEPS 
 
As detailed earlier, this report presents a supply and demand assessment of playing pitch 
facilities in accordance with Sport Englandôs Playing Pitch Strategy Guidance: An approach to 
developing and delivering a playing pitch strategy. It has been followed to develop a clear 
picture of the balance between the local supply of, and demand for, playing pitches. 
 
The guidance details a stepped approach to developing a Playing Pitch Strategy (PPS). These 
steps are separated into distinct stages: 
 
3 Stage A: Prepare and tailor the approach (Step 1) 
3 Stage B: Gather information and views on the supply of and demand for provision (Steps 

2 & 3) 
3 Stage C: Assess the supply and demand information and views (Steps 4, 5 & 6) 
3 Stage D: Develop the strategy (Steps 7 & 8) 
3 Stage E: Deliver the strategy and keep it robust and up to date (Steps 9 & 10) 
 
Stages A to C are covered in this report. 
 
Once this report is agreed by the Steering Group, development of the Strategy (Stage D) will 
begin which includes development of a range of scenarios to test recommendations prior to 
development of the recommendations and subsequent site by site action plan. 
  

MUGA summary  
3 In total of 19 sites which are identified as providing MUGAs in the District. The Bolsover 

Analysis Area has the most with six MUGAs, whereas, the Clowne and South Normanton 
analysis areas host five each, with the remaining three located in the Shirebrook Analysis. 

3 Of the 19 MUGAs identified, the majority (11) are owned by local parish councils, six are 
owned by the District Council. The remaining two have separate ownership with one leased to 
a private business and the remaining owned by a Trust. 

3 Upon non technical assessment the majority of MUGAs (11) in the District are of standard 
quality, three are evaluated as good quality and the remaining five are poor quality. 
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APPENDIX 2: SPORTING CONTEXT 
 
The following section outlines a series of national, regional and local policies pertaining to the 
study and which will have an important influence on the Strategy. 
 
National context  
 
The provision of high quality and accessible community outdoor sports facilities at a local level 
is a key requirement for achieving the targets set out by the Government and Sport England. 
It is vital that this strategy is cognisant of and works towards these targets in addition to local 
priorities and plans. 
 
Sport England  
 
Sport England (SE) aims to ensure positive planning for sport, enabling the right facilities to 
be provided in the right places, based on up to date assessment of need for all levels of sport 
and all sectors of the community. This draft assessment report has been produced for BDC 
using the principles and tools identified in the Sport England guide óAssessing Needs and 
Opportunities for Indoor and Outdoor Sports Facilitiesô (ANOG). 
 
Figure 2.1: ANOG model 
 

 
 
Sporting Future: A new strategy for an active nation  
 

A new Government strategy for sport was released in December 2015. This confirms the 
recognition and understanding that sport makes a positive difference through broader means 
and that it will help the sector to deliver five simple but fundamental outcomes: physical health, 
mental health, individual development, social and community development and economic 
development. In order to measure its success in producing outputs which accord with these 
aims it has also adopted a series of 23 performance indicators under nine key headings, as 
follows: 
 

3 More people taking part in sport and physical activity. 
3 More people volunteering in sport. 
3 More people experiencing live sport. 
3 Maximising international sporting success. 
3 Maximising international and domestic sporting success and the impact of major events. 

As illustrated, Sport England regards an 
assessment of need as core to the 
planning for sporting provision. This 
assessment report thus reviews outdoor 
sporting facility needs and provides a 
basis for future strategic planning. 
































